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Preparing Opinion for World War 3? 


Interesting figures on expenditure 
on the British 8.8. (Secret Service ) 
were made known in the Civil Esti- 
mates published on March 7th. The 
House of Commons was asked to vote 
£2,500.000 for the S.S. in the coming 
year with no more information except 
that it is ‘“‘to defray the charge of 
H.M. foreign and other secret ser- 
vice’. (Our italics). 

The cost of the S.S. throughout the 
war was never revealed but in 1939 
Parliament voted £500,000 for it. 
This enormous increase in’ expendi- 
ture, and therefore of activity, is just 
one more piece of evidence which 
shows the ramifications of the police 
State that is being built up in this 
country. Under pretext of a special 
emergency due to the war, the Tory 
government rushed through laws 
which gave that government supreme 
power of life and death over the indivi- 
dual. Now the “Labour” government 
continues to maintain the same ap- 
paratus of the Secret Police, on a very 
much enlarged scale! 

Just recently, there was an indig- 
nant outburst in the Anglo-American- 
Canadian capitalist press over the net- 


built up in Canada for the purpose of 
obtaining information about the 
atomic bomb and other allied secrets. 
In the light of the Civil Estimates, it 
is quite evident that the British Gov- 
ernment also carries on spying activi- 
ties on a very large scale, as in fact do 
all governments. Such hypocritical 
outbursts against spies of other gov- 
ernments thus stand exposed for what 
they really are—just a part of the pro- 
paganda efforts of Allied Powers to 
whitewash themselves and to work up 
anti-Russian feelings as a necessary 
preparation for World War 3. We 
need hardly use space to define an atti- 
tude to the Soviet system. Our posi- 
tion has been one of constant opposi- 
tion to all Totalitarian States whether 
they be National Socialist or Commu- 
nist, but that makes us no more anti- 
the German people than anti-the Rus- 
sian people. We will therefore expose 
that propaganda which, as in the case 
of the atom spy ring, is being used to 
foster hatred between the workers of 
the West and the Russian workers. 
But we will continue to attack the 
myth that Russia is a workers country, 
and that Comrade Joe, like God, is 


23rd MARCH, 1946. 








THE RATION CUT IN 


Big Three Bargain while G 


At its Glasgow Conference in early Decem- 

ber, the Union of Anarchist Groups 
accepted a resolution on the imminent danger 
of famine in Europe. Our movement foresaw 
the situation which now faces so many millions 
of people in Europe, India and China, and 
called on the working class in this country and 
America to assert themselves in practical 
solidarity with workers the world over in order 
to save the victims of the coming famine.- We 
do not regard the people of Germany and of 
Japan as enemies; for us they are our fellow 
workers, exploited just as we are. Even if we 
did regard them as enemies, the desperate plight 
in which they are now placed would be quite 
enough for us to stretch every nerve in order 
to help them. We print in this issue of 
Freedom a declaration of our Dutch Anarchist 
comrades towards the Germany of the workers, 
and we endorse their humane views. Human 
needs, human pains are everywhere the same; 
they cry out for redress without distinction of 
nationality. 


The situation of millions of people in the 
world to-day is so tragic that one can hardly 
bear to let one’s mind dwell on it. Horrible 
as war is, the horrors of capitalist peace seem 
even more ghastly, for they are more widespread 
and impersonal, while the sufferers are more 
helpless and uncomprehending. 


To add to the misery of lack of fuel, 
appalling lack of housing, and food shortage, 
the occupation authorities in Germany now 
propose to make the situation even worse by 

ie a) Pe yee 


sam tole te. suasela wastiawm mse 1 a ee ee | 


half the amount usually reckoned as the mini 
mum to keep a sedentary person in health. Bui 
it is now announced that this amount is to b¢ 
cut to 1,000 calories daily, and the press openly 
discusses the inevitability of increased disease 
and death rates. The Government, in deciding 
not to make any ration cuts here in order to 
make food available for Germany, calmly 
envisages ‘‘civil disturbances” as a result of the 
food situation, and talks of the necessity of 
increasing the policing forces of occupation. 


It was suggested that a pooling plan should be 
established whereby the four occupation zones 
should have a common distribution of available 
food stocks. This has broken down, and Lieut, 
Gen. Clay, the U.S. Commander in Berlin stated 
on March 2nd, that “The food situation in 
Germany has now reached a point where pooling 
the existing supplies will help no one.” 


One of the most offensive things about the 
whole tragic business is the half-ashamed, half- 
gleeful way in which the capitalist press des- 
cribes the plight of the German people. “Ger- 
mans Are Last in the Queue for World’s Food” 
is the announcement in the News Chronicle for 
28th February, and it is typical. 


But what is really much more shocking is the 
glimpse we get of the reasons for the hold up 
of relief, and of the obstacles in the way of the 
reconstruction of German economic life—insofar 
as that is possible under capitalism. “Big Three 
Bargain over German Food, Steel’ runs the 
News Chronicle’s headline on 4th March, and 
Tyanie Weaver writea: “USama envarta haed 
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ture, and therefore of activity, is just 
one more piece of evidence which 
shows the ramifications of the police 
State that is being built up in this 
country. Under pretext of a special 
emergency due to the war, the Tory 
government rushed through laws 
which gave that government supreme 
power of life and death over the indivi- 
dual. Now the “Labour” government 
continues to maintain the same ap- 
paratus of the Secret Police, on a very 
much enlarged scale! 

Just recently, there was an indig- 
nant outburst in the Anglo-American- 
Canadian capitalist press over the net- 
work of spies that Soviet Russia had 
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preparation for World War 3. We 
need hardly use space to define an atti- 
tude to the Soviet system. Our posi- 
tion has been one of constant opposi- 
tion to all Totalitarian States whether 
they be National Socialist or Commu- 
nist, but that makes us no more anti- 
the German people than anti-the Rus- 
sian people. We will therefore expose 
that propaganda which, as in the case 
of the atom spy ring; is being used to 
foster hatred between the workers of 
the West and the Russian workers. 
But we will continue to attack the 
myth that Russia is a workers country, 
and that Comrade Joe, like God, is 
always right! 
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to help them. We print in this issue of 
Freedom a declaration of our Dutch Anarchist 
comrades towards the Germany of the workers, 
and we endorse their humane views. Human 
needs, human pains are everywhere the same; 
they cry out for redress without distinction of 
nationality. 


The situation of millions of people in the 
world to-day is so tragic that one can hardly 
bear to let one’s mind dwell on it. Horrible 
as war is, the horrors of capitalist peace seem 
even more ghastly, for they are more widespread 
and impersonal, while the sufferers are more 
helpless and uncomprehending. 


To add to the misery of lack of fuel, 
appalling lack of housing, and food shortage, 
the occupation authorities in Germany now 
propose to make the situation even worse by 
making drastic ration cuts. The average ration 
hitherto has been 1,500 calories daily—just over 


FROM ‘BRIGHTEST JEWEL’ to “LIGHT OF ASTA’! 


ea debate which was held in the House of 
Commons a week ago, on the subject of the 
departure of the British Mission to India, must 
be described as a victory for the Indian people. 
The fact that all sides of the House were unani- 
mous in declaring that India must not be offered 
merely Dominion status (which Mr. Sorenson 
said ‘would be playing with fire’) but complete 
independence, represents such an abrupt change 
of front, that by no stretch of the imagination 
could one account for it, if one ignored the 
mounting feeling of unrest in India in the past 
few years. The mutinies: the tremendous de- 
monstrations, and passive resistance; the whole- 
sale arrests of thousands of Indians without 
trial; these are the struggles, which at a heavy 
cost in human lives India’s people have been 
waging against British Imperialism. Now we 
suggest that our politicians have realized that 
these struggles, coupled with the inability of the 
Indian Government to solve the food problem, 
will make it virtually impossible for this 
country to continue to maintain its stranglehold 
on India. They have at last been forced to 
see the red light. And also perhaps our 
financiers have realized that the situation has 
changed since India became a creditor nation, 
after being shackled to this country for so many 
decades as a debtor. 


The Conservative View 

Mr. Butler for the Conservatives, realized 
that there was an urgent need for “finding a 
way out—a way along which the Indian people 
themselves are prepared to march forward... 
I should like to make it clear that not only 
are we definitely prepared to accept any solution 
that commends itself to Indian opinion, but that 
it is in our own interest to bring about a radical 
improvement in a situation which is one of the 
utmost gravity.” But in the same breath he 


added that “We must insist that any solution 
will insure that we keep our word with the 
Indian princes, and that their people are given 
every opportunity to enjoy forms of enlightened 
and progressive government.” Mr. Butler is 
trying to save something from the wreck, and 
undoubtedly the Princes will make good 
Quislings because if “enlightenment” is to be 
enjoyed by the Indian people the Princes will 
be out of jobs to-morrow, unless they are 
protected! 

Even Sir John Anderson has become a 
champion of Indian Freedom! The Constitu- 
tion should be framed by Indians, he said, and 
the British Government would accept any such 
Constitution, if it were also acceptable to the 
main, elements in India’s national life. We 
had, therefore passed the stage where we could 
determine ourselves what the Constitution 
should be. Sir John added that he hoped that 
the Unity shown in the debate would remove 
any lingering suspicion that we were relying on 
the prospects of disagreement in India to main- 
tain our position there. One cannot deny that 
Sir John Anderson knows all the answers. 
However Mr. Jinnah, self appointed leader of 
the Moslem League, has lost no time to assure 
all imperialist “friends” of India that he will 
put an effective spoke in the wheels and has 
already prophesied that civil war cannot be 
avoided if his ideas of Pakistan (religious divi- 
sion of India) are not accepted. 


Our “Great Work’? in India 


We were interested to learn from the Prime 
Minister’s speech that “we were conscious and 
we should be conscious that the British have 
done a great work in India.” Fortunately for 
those of us who associate tyranny, ill-health, 
poverty and illiteracy with British rule, Mr. 


$40 Servicemen Protest 


at 10 yrs. Sentence 


Attlee informed us that the “great work” was 
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that “we had united India and given her that 
sense of nationality which she very largely 
lacked from the previous century. And she had 
learned from us the principles of democracy 
and justice.” (italics ours). Certainly, India, 
with her thousands of untried political prisoners, 
with her recollections of the Amritsar massacre, 
the crawling orders and the whipping orders, 
the censorship and even suppression of certain 
sections of the Press, has not learned the 
principles of democracy by contact with the 
British administration in India. In fact Mr. 
Attlee added that “when Indians attacked our 
rule they based their attack not on Indian 
principles but on _ standards derived from 
Britain”. It needs the mentality of a politician 
to suggest that this is a cause for satisfaction 
rather than of shame. 

Mr. Greenwood wound up for the Govern- 
ment with some eloquent words which deserve 
to be put on record. “Freedom—he said—is 
not an honour to be conferred. Freedom is 
a precious prize which must be won. We 
cannot give Freedom to India: we cannot make 
the Indians happy: we cannot make them 
prosperous: the most we can do is to create 
the conditions which will enable them to live 
their own lives with honour and dignity.” 

The Indian people have long realized this 
fact (and incidentally, it is about time we 
realized it in this country for our own benefit). 
The first stage in their struggle for liberation 
is to free themselves from British domination. 
The second stage will be to free themselves 
from the domination of the Indian politicians 
who will be their new rulers. As Anarchists 
we do not agree with this conception of stages 
in India’s struggle for Freedom because we can 
make no distinction between British and Indian 
politicians; their functions are identical: to 
govern the people, and so long as one section 
of the community is in the position of deter- 
mining the kind of life to be enjoyed by the 
overwhelming majority of the people there can 
be no freedom. But perhaps the Indian people 
are already aware of this. If they are then 
they will see to. it that during this transition 
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Gen, Clay, the U.S, Commander in Berin stated 
on March 2nd, that “The food situation in 
Germany has now reached a point where pooling 
the existing supplies will help no one.” 


One of the most offensive things about the 
whole tragic business is the half-ashamed, half- 
gleeful way in which the capitalist press des- 
cribes the plight of the German people. ‘“Ger- 
mans Are Last in the Queue for World’s Food” 
is the announcement in the News Chronicle for 
28th February, and it is typical. 


But what is really much more shocking is the 
glimpse we get of the reasons for the hold up 
of relief, and of the obstacles in the way of the 
reconstruction of German economic life—insofar 
as that is possible under capitalism. “Big Three 
Bargain over German Food, Steel” runs the 
News Chronicle’s headline on 4th March, and 
Denis Weaver writes: ‘‘Some pretty hard 
bargaining is understood to be going on within 
the Allied Control Council of Germany this 
week-end. It concerns not only food but steel, 
and on the outcome may depend more than the 
exact rations of bread or cereals Germans are 
to have in the British zone . . . Neither has 
agreement been reached on another vital question 
—that of how much steel Germany is to be 
allowed to produce. The Russians want a lower 
figure: Great Britain a higher one. According 
to my information a connection between these 
two unsolved problems has been suggested on 
the basis of a bargain implying concessions by 
both sides. ' 


“Germany, in fact, is assuming, more and 
more, the shape of a vast chess board upon 
which games are played which have little relation 
to the German people as such.” 


These discussions epitomize the way in which 
world decisions are reached to-day. Bargains 
about steel, about rubber, about oil—there are 
the concerns on which the lives and welfare of 
millions of workers hang. But they hang on 
these decisions, not as primary factors which 
govern the discussions, but as mere incidental 
results of their outcome. No doubt the stock 
exchange is doing very well; but meanwhile 
hundreds of thousands of men, women and 
children face the pain and misery and anxiety 
of starvation, lack of shelter and lack of food, 


EXCUSES TO SAVE CAPITALISM 


There is famine in Germany, India, Japan, 
and certain Allied European countries. 
Obviously such a widespread food lack requires 
fairly radical measures for its relief. Yet we 
find the spokesmen of the governments talking 
in terms of raising the extraction rate of flour 
from 80 to 85 per cent., reducing the amount 
of barley available for beer, or appealing to 
civilians to eat less. Manifestly, such measures 
can only have a very slight palliative effect. 

These attempts to shave a little off the 





Industrial Notes 


Strikes in ™ 


The past few weeks has sean a small. outbreal 
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these struggles, coupled with the inability of the 
Indian Government to solve the food problem, 
will make it virtually impossible for this 
country to continue to maintain its stranglehold 
on India. They have at last been forced to 
see the red light. And also perhaps our 
financiers have realized that the situation has 
changed since India became a creditor nation, 
after being shackled to this country for so many 
decades as a debtor. 


The Conservative View 

Mr. Butler for the Conservatives, realized 
that there was an urgent need for “finding a 
way out—a way along which the Indian people 
themselves are prepared to march forward... 
I should like to make it clear that not only 
are we definitely prepared to accept any solution 
that commends itself to Indian opinion, but that 
it is in our own interest to bring about a radical 
improvement in a situation which is one of the 
utmost gravity.’ But in the same breath he 





should be. Sir John added that he hoped that 
the Unity shown in the debate would remove 
any ‘lingering suspicion that we were relying on 
the prospects of disagreement in India to main- 
tain our position there. One cannot deny that 
Sir John Anderson knows all the answers. 
However Mr. Jinnah, self appointed leader of 
the Moslem League, has lost no time to assure 
all imperialist “friends” of India that he will 
put an effective spoke in the wheels and has 
already prophesied that civil war cannot be 
avoided if his ideas of Pakistan (religious divi- 
sion of India) are not accepted. 


Our “Great Work’ in India 


We were interested to learn from the Prime 
Minister’s speech that “we were conscious and 
we should be conscious that the British have 
done a great work in India.” Fortunately for 
those of us who associate tyranny, ill-health, 
poverty and illiteracy with British rule, Mr. 
Attlee informed us that the “great work” was 
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A young airman named Cymbalist, has been 
sentenced by Court Martial at Singapore to 
ten years penal servitude as an alleged ‘“‘ring- 
leader” in the recent R.A.F. strikes. He was 
found guilty on charges of incitement to mutiny 
and insubordination. The injustice and bias of 
court martials have been a matter for discontent 
in the services for centuries (they were amongst 
the contributory causes of the Naval mutinies 
at Spithead and the Nore in 1797). And those 
who have been in contact with similar cases 
know how much weight to attach to the evi- 
dence which passes for “incitement to mutiny”. 

Major Woodrow Wyatt, M.P., has taken up 
Cymbalist’s case, and writes in Reynold’s News 
(17.3.46) to protest against “the savageness of 
the sentence”. We quote the following from 
Major Wyatt’s protest: ‘ 

“Tt is nonsense to say, as the prosecution 
alleged, that Cymbalist on his own account 
caused the 300 airmen to the R.A.F. station 
at Kellang to come out “on strike.” Not one 
man, or even a handful, brought about those 
strikes. 

“They grew out of the mood of dissatisfac- 
tion and bitter frustration of the R.A.F. in an 
area stretching from the Middle East, across 
India and as far down as Singapore. 

“I spoke to 1,000 “strikers” at the R.A.F. 
Station at Dum Dum, Calcutta. They were 
represented by a strike committee of six. But 
that committee had not instigated the strike. 
They were merely chosen by the men to 
represent their case and to keep order in the 
camp. . 

“In normal times the members of the com- 
mittee were regarded by their officers as among 
the best and most willing workers on the 
station. 

“Tt would be utterly wrong to single them 
out for punishment as ringleaders and to 
make scapecoats of them. But this is what 
has been done to Cymbalist. 


Sentence on R.A.F. 


Man 


“The objects of punishment in the Services 
are twofold. First, there is retribution for 
the crime. Second, there is the need to deter 
others from indiscipline. 


“Tt was doubtless the second object that the 
Court Martial had in mind when they awarded 
ten years’ penal servitude. If this had been 
an isolated case of one strike at one station 
they might have been justified. But it sannot 
be dissociated from the great sudden wave of 
unrest in the R.A.F. 


“The punishment inflicted will not deter 
others in the R.A.F. It will make them angry 
and feel that Cymbalist has been unjustly 
treated. They know that he is only a scape- 
goat for everyone else and that much of the 
trouble could have been avoided if the chain 
of command had been more effective. 


“Other alleged ringleaders are also to be 
tried. ‘The authorities should take note of the 
feeling aroused over Cymbalist and reduce 
his sentence to a maximum of a year and a 
half’s imprisonment and deal with the others 
accordingly. 

“They should also consider whether it is 
wise in a situation in which so many have 
been involved, and had the same intentions, to 
pick out anyone.” 


The Freedom Defence Committee has offered 
to help in Cymbalist’s case. Unless the con- 
siderable indignation which is felt in the Services 
—indicated by the protest sent to the govern- 
ment by 840 servicemen at Bedford against the 
savagery of this ten years sentence—unless this 
indignation is given wide expression, the un- 
doubtedly justified grievances of the services in 
general will be repressed with a like savagery. 
See to it that the case of Cymbalist is brought 
to the notice of your trade union branch, and 
of your workmates. Such reprisals against 
strikers—even if in uniform—must not be~ 
tolerated. 
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ment with some eloquent words which deser 





ve 
to be put on record. ‘“‘Freedom—he said—is 
not an honour to be conferred. Freedom is 


a precious prize which must .be won. We 
cannot give Freedom to India: we cannot make 
the Indians happy: we cannot make . them 
prosperous: the most we can do is to create 
the conditions which will enable them to live 
their own lives with honour and dignity.” 

The Indian people have long realized this 
fact (and incidentally, it is about time we 
realized it in this country for our own benefit). 
The first stage in their struggle for liberation 
is to free themselves from British domination. 
The second stage will be to free themselves 
from the domination of the Indian politicians 
who will be their new rulers. As Anarchists 
we do not agree with this conception of stages 
in India’s struggle for Freedom because we can 
make no distinction between British and Indian 
politicians; their functions are identical: to 
govern the people, and so long as one section 
of the community is in the position of deter- 
mining the kind of life to be enjoyed by the 
overwhelming majority of the people there can 
be no freedom. But perhaps the Indian people 
are already aware of this. If they are then 
they will sce to. it that during this transition 
period they will not allow .the clever and 
cunning politicians in their midst to consolidate 
their positions. 

Mr. Churchill only a few years ago said that 
“India was the brightest Jewel in the British 
Crown”, and that “What we have we hold”. 
Through India’s struggle and untold sacrifice, 
the slogans have been changed. ‘The Jewel is 
to be removed from the Crown and now Mr. 
Attlee hopes that India “might be the Light 
of Asia”! That will depend on India and not 
on Whitehall, and the Indian workers, for- 
tunately, have no illusions on the value of fine 
words falling from the lips of politicians, 





SPANISH ANTI-FASCISTS 


Protest against the threat 
to deport them, and against 
their continued internment. 


° 
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PROTEST MEETING 
Tuesday 26th March, at 7.30 p.m. 


HOLBORN’) HALL 
(Corner of Theobald's Road and Gray's Inn Road) 


SPEAKERS: 

MRS E. BRADDOCK, M.P. 
VICTOR GOLLANCZ 
LEICESTER HUTCHINSON, M.P. 
GEORGE ORWELL 
and other speakers 
CHAIRMAN: 

FENNER BROCKWAY 


(Buses: 19, 38, 18b; Chancery Lane Underground; 
Trolleybuses, 555, 581, 665) 








results of their outcome, No doubt the stock 
exchange is doing very well; but meanwhile 
hundreds of thousands of men, women and 
children face the pain and misery and anxiety 
of starvation, lack of shelter and lack of food, 


EXCUSES TO SAVE CAPITALISM 


There is famine in Germany, India, Japan, 
and certain Allied European countries 
Obviously such a widespread food lack requiret 
fairly radical measures for its relief. Yet we 
find the spokesmen of the governments talking 
in terms of raising the extraction rate of flow 
from 80 to 85 per cent., reducing the amoun' 
of barley available for beer, or appealing t« 
civilians to eat less. Manifestly, such measure’ 
can only have a very slight palliative effect. 

These attempts to shave a little off th 
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Strikes in 


The past few weeks has seen a small outbrea 
of strikes in London and the Midlands, particu 
larly in the motor industry. All the strikes, a 
usual, have been carried on against the oppos' 
tion of the union leaders, and some of them ar 
interesting because the strikers have used tactic 
which tend more towards the syndicalist idea 
than the ordinary strike tactic. 


The largest was that of the 12,000 workers @ 
the Ford factory at Dagenham. There the me 
clocked in every day, hie only 700 of them 
mostly maintenance men on blast furnaces ani 
power plants, actually went to work. The res 
played football, read or talked during the 
working hours. The strike has now ended, and | 
seems likely that the mén will gain some of the 
demands, which were as follows. 


1. Minimum skilled rate of 4s. an hour. 

2. Minimum starting rate for other grades ¢ 
3s. Id. per hour. 

3. Equal pay for women workers. 

4. Minimum rates for boys of 14-16 1/6 pe 
hour, 16-18 1/9 per hour, 18-20 2/- pe 
hour. 

5. Full recognition of departmental represel 
tation. 

6. Overtime and night shift pay in accordanc 
with trade union scales. 

7. Weekly pay. 


Among the anomalies at present existing are th 
fact that in some instances there is a differenc 
of as much as 9d. an hour between the rat 
of men working side by side on the same jo 


The Coventry strike has revealed a progressi 
hardening on the part of the shop stewards ai 
men against the union leaders. The 4,000 Humb 
men are on strike over the declaring redunda 
of 290 employees, On the 12th March, the shi 
stewards called a general strike of 50,000 work 
throughout the city, but this was averted at t 
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or World War 3? 


uilt up in Canada for the purpose of 
btaining information about the 
tomie bomb and other allied secrets. 
n the light of the Civil Estimates, it 
; quite evident that the British Gov- 
vnment also carries on spying activi- 
ies on a very large scale, as in fact do 
Il governments. Such hypocritical 
uutbursts against spies of other gov- 
rnments thus stand exposed for what 
hey really are—just a part of the pro- 
aganda efforts of Allied Powers to 
vhitewash themselves and to work up 
inti-Russian feelings as a necessary 
weparation for World War 3. We 
iced hardly use space to define an atti- 
ude to the Soviet system. Our posi- 
ion has been one of constant opposi- 
ion to all Totalitarian States whether 
hey be National Socialist or Commu- 
‘ist, but that makes us no more anti- 
he German people than anti-the Rus- 
ian people. We will therefore expose 
hat propaganda which, as in the case 
f the atom spy ring; is being used to 
oster hatred between the workers of 
he West and the Russian workers. 
tut we will continue to attack the 
nyth that Russia is a workers country, 
nd that Comrade Joe, like God, is 
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Fortnightly, 2d. 


Bis Three Bargain while Germans Starve 


A? its Glasgow Conference in early Decem- 

ber, the Union of Anarchist Groups 
accepted a resolution on the imminent danger 
of famine in Europe. Our movement foresaw 
the situation which now faces so many millions 
of people in Europe, India and China, and 
called on the working class in this country and 
America to assert themselves in _ practical 
solidarity with workers the world over in order 
to save the victims of the coming famine.- We 
do not regard the people of Germany and of 
Japan as enemies; for us they are our fellow 
workers, exploited just as we are. Even if we 
did regard them as enemies, the desperate plight 
in which they are now placed would be quite 
enough for us to stretch every nerve in order 
to help them. We print in this issue of 
Freedom a declaration of our Dutch Anarchist 
comrades towards the Germany of the workers, 
and we endorse their humane views. Human 
needs, human pains are everywhere the same; 
they cry out for redress without distinction of 
nationality. 


The situation of millions of people in the 
world to-day is so tragic that one can hardly 
bear to let one’s mind dwell on it. Horrible 
as war is, the horrors of capitalist peace seem 
even more ghastly, for they are more widespread 
and impersonal, while the sufferers are more 
helpless and uncomprehending. 


To add to the misery of lack of fuel, 
appalling lack of housing, and food shortage, 
the occupation authorities in Germany now 
propose to make the situation even worse by 
making drastic ration cuts. The average ration 


half the amount usually reckoned as the mini- 
mum to keep a sedentary person in health. But 
it is now announced that this amount is to be 
cut to 1,000 calories daily, and the press openly 
discusses the inevitability of increased disease 
and death rates. The Government, in deciding 
not to make any ration cuts here in order to 
make food available for Germany, calmly 
envisages “civil disturbances” as a result of the 
food situation, and talks of the necessity of 
increasing the policing forces of occupation. 


It was suggested that a pooling plan should be 
established whereby the four occupation zones 
should have a common distribution of available 
food stocks. This has broken down, and Lieut. 
Gen. Clay, the U.S. Commander in Berlin stated 
on March 2nd, that “The food situation in 
Germany has now reached a point where pooling 
the existing supplies will help no one.” 


One of the most offensive things about the 
whole tragic business is the half-ashamed, half- 
gleeful way in which the capitalist press des- 
cribes the plight of the German people. “Ger- 
mans Are Last in the Queue for World’s Food” 
is the announcement in the News Chronicle for 
28th February, and it is typical. 


But what is really much more shocking is the 
glimpse we get of the reasons for the hold up 
of relief, and of the obstacles in the way of the 
reconstruction of German economic life—insofar 
as that is possible under capitalism. “Big Three 
Bargain over German Food, Steel” runs the 
News Chronicle’s headline on 4th March, and 
Denis Weaver writes: “Some _ pretty hard 


national larders in order to provide a few scraps 
for the famine areas appear even more ludicrous 
and shameless in view of the reports in the 
financial papers about the destruction of wheat 
in Argentina. 


Furthermore, the present famine condition 
was expected, for as long ago as last autumn, 
the Allied Commanders in Berlin had ordered 
the digging of mass graves, because they anti- 
cipated that the people would be too weak to 
do so when the time came to fill them. All this 
attempt to treat the famine as an emergency 
which has descended out of the blue is simply 
an attempt on the part of the governments to 
cover up the chaos which their administrations 
bring to the populations they claim to look 
after, The excuse is so transparent that even 
left wing papers have criticized the government 
on these grounds. 


I do not doubt that individuals in the 
government want to save the lives of the 
starving. What they are obviously unwilling to 
do is to alter their system of economy so that 
these lives can be saved. Instead they simply 
make ineffectual gestures to make people think 
that something is being done. 


The drought in India and South Africa, and 
the consequent failure of the crops, is given 
as the cause of the present world food shortage. 
But it clearly does not greatly affect the position 
of Europe, and is chiefly used as an excuse.. In 
the present technical state of agriculture it is 
quite absurd to claim that crop failures in 
certain parts cause generalized famine. The 


1itewash themselves and to work up 
ti-Russian feelings as a necessary 
eparation for World War 3. We 
ed hardly use space to define an atti- 
de to the Soviet system. Our posi- 
m has been one of constant opposi- 
m to all Totalitarian States whether 
ey be National Socialist or Commu- 
st, but that makes us no more anti- 
e German people than anti-the Rus- 
in people. We will therefore expose 
at propaganda which, as in the case 
the atom spy ring; is being used to 
ster hatred between the workers of 
e West and the Russian workers. 
it we will continue to attack the 
yth that Russia is a workers country, 
id that Comrade Joe, like God, is 
ways right! 





did regard them as enemies, the desperate plight 
in which they are now placed would be quite 
enough for us to stretch every nerve in order 
to help them. We print in this issue of 
Freedom a declaration of our Dutch Anarchist 
comrades towards the Germany of the workers, 
and we endorse their humane views. Human 
needs, human pains are everywhere the same; 
they cry out for redress without distinction of 
nationality. 


The situation of millions of people in the 
world to-day is so tragic that one can hardly 
bear to let one’s mind dwell on it. Horrible 
as war is, the horrors of capitalist peace seem 
even more ghastly, for they are more widespread 
and impersonal, while the sufferers are more 
helpless and uncomprehending. 


To add to the misery of lack of fuel, 
appalling lack of housing, and food shortage, 
the occupation authorities in Germany now 
propose to make the situation even worse by 
making drastic ration cuts. ‘The average ration 
hitherto has been 1,500 calories daily—just over 
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led that “We must insist that any solution 
il insure that we keep our word with the 
lian princes, and that their people are given 
‘ry opportunity to enjoy forms of enlightened 
d progressive government.” Mr. Butler is 
ing to save something from the wreck, and 
doubtedly the Princes will make good 
lislings because if “enlightenment” is to be 
joyed by the Indian people the Princes will 
out of jobs to-morrow, unless they are 
tected! 
ven Sir John Anderson has become a 
ampion of Indian Freedom! The Constitu- 
n should be framed by Indians, he said, and 
» British Government would accept any such 
stitution, if it were also acceptable to the 
iin. elements in India’s national life. We 
d, therefore passed the stage where we could 
termine ourselves what the Constitution 
suld be. Sir John added that he hoped that 
» Unity shown in the debate would remove 
y lingering suspicion that we were relying on 
prospects of disagreement in India to main- 
n our position there. One cannot deny that 
t John Anderson knows all the answers. 
ywever Mr. Jinnah, self appointed leader of 
» Moslem League, has lost no time to assure 
imperialist “friends” of India that he will 
it an effective spoke in the wheels and has 
‘eady prophesied that civil war cannot be 
oided if his ideas of Pakistan (religious divi- 
yn of India) are not accepted. 


ur “Great Work’ in India 


We were interested to learn from the Prime 
Inister’s speech that “we were conscious and 
» should be conscious that the British have 
ne a great work in India.” Fortunately for 
ose of us who associate tyranny, ill-health, 
erty and illiteracy with British rule, Mr. 
ttlee informed us that the “great work” was 
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that “we had united India and given her that 
sense of nationality which she very largely 
lacked from the previous century. And she had 
learned from us the principles of democracy 
and justice.” (italics ours). Certainly, India, 
with her thousands of untried political prisoners, 
with her recollections of the Amritsar massacre, 
the crawling orders and the whipping orders, 
the censorship and even suppression of certain 
sections of the Press, has not learned the 
principles of democracy by contact with the 
British administration in India. In fact Mr. 
Attlee added that “when Indians attacked our 
rule they based their attack not on Indian 
principles but on standards derived from 
Britain”. It needs the mentality of a politician 
to suggest that this is a cause for satisfaction 
rather than of shame. 

Mr. Greenwood wound up for the Govern- 
ment with some eloquent words which deserve 
to be put on record. ‘“Freedom—he said—is 
not an honour to be conferred. Freedom is 
a precious prize which must be won. We 
cannot give Freedom to India: we cannot make 
the Indians happy: we cannot make them 
prosperous: the most we can do is to create 
the conditions which will enable them to live 
their own lives with honour and dignity.” 

The Indian people have long realized this 
fact (and incidentally, it is about time we 
realized it in this country for our own benefit). 
The first stage in their struggle for liberation 
is to free themselves from British domination. 
The second stage will be to free themselves 
from the domination of the Indian politicians 
who will be their new rulers. As Anarchists 
we do not agree with this conception of stages 
in India’s struggle for Freedom because we can 
make no distinction between British and Indian 
politicians; their functions are identical: to 
govern the people, and so long as one section 
of the community is in the position of deter- 
mining the kind of life to be enjoyed by the 
overwhelming majority of the people there can 
be no freedom, But perhaps the Indian people 
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should have a common distribution of available 
food stocks. This has broken down, and Lieut. 
Gen. Clay, the U.S. Commander in Berlin stated 
on March 2nd, that “The food situation in 
Germany has now reached a point where pooling 
the existing supplies will help no one.” 


One of the most offensive things about the 
whole tragic business is the half-ashamed, half- 
gleeful way in which the capitalist press des- 
cribes the plight of the German people. ‘Ger- 
mans Are Last in the Queue for World’s Food” 
is the announcement in the News Chronicle for 
28th February, and it is typical. 


But what is really much more shocking is the 
glimpse we get of the reasons for the hold up 
of relief, and of the obstacles in the way of the 
reconstruction of German economic life—insofar 
as that is possible under capitalism. “Big Three 
Bargain over German Food, Steel” runs the 
News Chronicle’s headline on 4th March, and 
Denis Weaver writes: “Some pretty hard 
bargaining is understood to be going on within 
the Allied Control Council of Germany this 
week-end. It concerns not only food but steel, 
and on the outcome may depend more than the 
exact rations of bread or cereals Germans are 
to have in the British zone . . . Neither has 
agreement been reached on another vital question 
—that of how much steel Germany is to be 
allowed to produce. The Russians want a lower 
figure: Great Britain a higher one. According 
to my information a connection between these 
two unsolved problems has been suggested on 
the basis of a bargain implying concessions by 
both sides. 


“Germany, in fact, is assuming, more and 
more, the shape of a vast chess board upon 
which games are played which have little relation 
to the German people as such.” 


These discussions epitomize the way in which 
world decisions are reached to-day. Bargains 
about steel, about rubber, about oil—there are 
the concerns on which the lives and welfare of 
millions of workers hang. But they hang on 
these decisions, not as primary factors which 
govern the discussions, but as mere incidental 
results of their outcome. No doubt the stock 
exchange is doing very well; but meanwhile 
hundreds of thousands of men, women and 
children face the pain and misery and anxiety 
of starvation, lack of shelter and lack of food. 


EXCUSES TO SAVE CAPITALISM 


There is famine in Germany, India, Japan, 
and certain Allied European countries. 
Obviously such a widespread food lack requires 
fairly radical measures for its relief. Yet we 
find the spokesmen of the governments talking 
in terms of raising the extraction rate of flour 
from 80 to 85 per cent., reducing the amount 
of barley available for beer, or appealing to 
civilians to eat less. Manifestly, such measures 
can only have a very slight palliative effect. 

These attempts to shave a little off the 
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an attempt on the part of the governments to 
cover up the chaos which their administrations 
bring to the populations they claim to look 
after. The excuse is so transparent that even 
left wing papers have criticized the government 
on these grounds. 


I do not doubt that individuals in the 
government want to save the lives of the 
starving. What they are obviously unwilling to 
do is to alter their system of economy so that 
these lives can be saved. Instead they simply 
make ineffectual gestures to make people think 
that something is being done. 


The drought in India and South Africa, and 
the consequent failure of the crops, is given 
as the cause of the present world food shortage. 
But it clearly does not greatly affect the position 
of Europe, and is chiefly used as an excuse. In 
the present technical state of agriculture it is 
quite absurd to claim that crop failures in 
certain parts cause generalized famine. The 
real cause is the failure to have any margins 
to allow for such natural disasters, and on 
looking into the matter further, one finds that 
this failure is due to the operation of capitalist 
economy. 


The statistics of world agriculture recently 
published as a White Paper by the government 
make this clear. Australia and Argentina have 
had to cut down their grain exports during the 
war years because of the loss of European 
markets. Hence the acreage under wheat in 
Argentina fell from 21,302 millions in 1938 
to 14,183 millions in 1945, while in Australia 
it fell from 14,350 millions to 10,950 millions 
in the same period. Not having the incentive 
of profit, the farmers have let all these poten- 
tially productive acres go out of cultivation, with 
the result that there is no margin to meet the 
sudden occurrence of crop failures elsewhere. 
The farmers cannot be blamed, for the loss of 
markets ruins them, and they cannot just grow 
a surplus if there is no prospect of selling it. 
The same difficulty faces the American farmer 
under the capitalist system, and prevents them 
from responding to the “appeal” of the British 
and American governments that they should 
grow more food. “American farmers,” says the 
News Chronicle for 13th March, “are reluctant 
to grow as much wheat as is needed, because 
they feel they may be left ‘holding the bag’ 
in later years, when harvests in Europe and 
India are normal again.” 


It is useless to deplore this “‘selfish” attitude 
on the farmers’ part. ‘Thousands of them were 
ruined during the early thirties by the collapse 
of world agricultural prices. If they behaved as 
their hearts would urge them, and grew food 
for other men’s needs, instead of according to 
the dictates of the market, they would be driven 
out of business in a season—before their philan- 
thropy had got very far. The root of the 
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Ould be, Sir John added that he hoped that 
¢ Unity shown in the debate would remove 
y lingering suspicion that we were relying on 
e prospects of disagreement in India to main- 
in our position there. One cannot deny that 
r John Anderson knows all the answers. 
owever Mr. Jinnah, self appointed leader of 
e Moslem League, has lost no time to assure 
| imperialist “friends” of India that he will 
it an effective spoke in the wheels and has 
ready prophesied that civil war cannot be 
oided if his ideas of Pakistan (religious divi- 
yn of India) are not accepted. 


uur “Great Work’? in India 


We were interested to learn from the Prime 
linister’s speech that ‘“‘we were conscious and 
» should be conscious that the British have 
me a great work in India.” Fortunately for 
ose of us who associate tyranny, ill-health, 
werty and illiteracy with British rule, Mr. 
ttlee informed us that the “great work” was 
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“The objects of punishment in the Services 
are twofold. First, there is retribution for 
the crime. Second, there is the need to deter 
others from indiscipline. 


“Tt was doubtless the second object» that the 
Court Martial had in mind when they awarded 
ten years’ penal servitude. If this had been 
an isolated case of one strike at one station 
they might have been justified. But it sannot 
be dissociated from the great sudden wave of 
unrest in the R.A.F. 


“The punishment inflicted will not deter 
others in the R.A.F. It will make them angry 
and feel that Cymbalist has been unjustly 
treated. ‘They know that he is only a scape- 
goat for everyone else and that much of the 
trouble could have been avoided if the chain 
of command had been more effective. 


“Other alleged ringleaders are also to be 
tried. The authorities should take note of the 
feeling aroused over Cymbalist and reduce 
his sentence to a maximum of a year and a 
half’s imprisonment and deal with the others 
accordingly. 

“They should also consider whether it is 
wise in a situation in which so many have 
been involved, and had the same intentions, to 
pick out anyone.” 

The Freedom Defence Committee has offered 
» help in Cymbalist’s case. Unless the con- 
iderable indignation which is felt in the Services 
—indicated by the protest sent to the govern- 
nent by 840 servicemen at Bedford against the 
avagery of this ten years sentence—unless this 
ndignation is given wide expression, the un- 
joubtedly justified grievances of the services in 
eneral will be repressed with a like savagery. 
Jee to it that the case of Cymbalist is brought 
© the notice of your trade union branch, and 
f{ your workmates. Such reprisals against 





trikers—even if in uniform—must not be~ 


olerated. 


ment with some cloquent words which deserve 
to be put on record. ‘“Freedom—he said—is 
not an honour to be conferred. Freedom is 
a precious prize which must be won. We 
cannot give Freedom to India: we cannot make 
the Indians happy: we cannot make . them 
prosperous: the most we can do is to create 
the conditions which will enable them to live 
their own lives with honour and dignity.” 

The Indian people have long realized this 
fact (and incidentally, it is about time we 
realized it in this country for our own benefit). 
The first stage in their struggle for liberation 
is to free themselves from British domination. 
The second stage will be to free themselves 
from the domination of the Indian politicians 
who will be their new rulers. As Anarchists 
we do not agree with this conception of stages 
in India’s struggle for Freedom because we can 
make no distinction between British and Indian 
politicians; their functions are identical: to 
govern the people, and so long as one section 
of the community is in the position of deter- 
mining the kind of life to be enjoyed by the 
overwhelming majority of the people there can 
be no freedom. But perhaps the Indian people 
are already aware of this. If they are then 
they will see to-it that during this transition 
period they will not allow .the clever and 
cunning politicians in their midst to consolidate 
their positions. 

Mr. Churchill only a few years ago said that 
“India was the brightest Jewel in the British 
Crown”, and that “What we have we hold”, 
Through India’s struggle and untold sacrifice, 
the slogans have been changed. The Jewel is 
to be removed from the Crown and now Mr. 
Attlee hopes that India “might be the Light 
of Asia”! That will depend on India and not 
on Whitehall, and the Indian workers, for- 
tunately, have no illusions on the value of fine 
words falling from the lips of politicians. 





SPANISH ANTI-FASCISTS 


Protest against the threat 
to deport them, and against 
their continued internment. 
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and other speakers 
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results of their outcome. No doubt the stock 
exchange is doing very well; but meanwhile 
hundreds of thousands of men, women and 
children face the pain and misery and anxiety 
of starvation, lack of shelter and lack of food. 


EXCUSES TO SAVE CAPITALISM 


There is famine in Germany, India, Japan, 
and certain Allied European countries. 
Obviously such a widespread food lack requires 
fairly radical measures for its relief. Yet we 
find the spokesmen of the governments talking 
in terms of raising the extraction rate of flour 
from 80 to 85 per cent., reducing the amount 
of barley available for beer, or appealing to 
civilians to eat less. Manifestly, such measures 
can only have a very slight palliative effect. 

These attempts to shave a little off the 
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and American governments that they shouid 
grow more food. ‘American farmers,” says the 
News Chronicle for 13th March, “are reluctant 
to grow as much wheat as is needed, because 
they feel they may be left ‘holding the bag’ 
in later years, when harvests in Europe and 
India are normal again.” 


It is useless to deplore this “selfish” attitude 
on the farmers’ part. ‘Thousands of them were 
ruined during the early thirties by the collapse 
of world agricultural prices. If they behaved as 
their hearts would urge them, and grew food 
for other men’s needs, instead of according to 
the dictates of the market, they would be driven 
out of business in a season—before their philan- 
thropy had got very far. The root of the 
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Strikes in Motor Industry 


The past few weeks has seen a small outbreak 
of strikes in London and the Midlands, particu- 
larly in the motor industry. All the strikes, as 
usual, have been carried on against the opposi- 
tion of the union leaders, and some of them are 
interesting because the strikers have used tactics 
which tend more towards the syndicalist ideas 
than the ordinary strike tactic. 


The largest was that of the 12,000 workers at 
the Ford factory at Dagenham. There the men 
clocked in every day, but only 700 of them, 
mostly maintenance men on blast furnaces and 
power plants, actually went to work. The rest 
played football, read or talked during their 
working hours. The strike has now ended, and it 
seems likely that the mén will gain some of their 
demands, which were as follows. 


I. Minimum skilled rate of 4s, an hour. 

2. Minimum starting rate for other grades of 
3s. Id. per hour. 

3. Equal pay for women workers. 

4. Minimum rates for boys of 14-16 1/6 per 
hour, 16-18 1/9 per hour, 18-20 2/- per 
hour. 

5. Full recognition of departmental represen- 
tation. 

6. Overtime and night shift pay in accordance 
with trade union scales, 

7. Weekly pay. 


Among the anomalies at present existing are the 
fact that in some instances there is a difference 
of as much as 9d. an hour between the rates 
of men working side by side on the same job. 


The Coventry strike has revealed a progressive 
hardening on the part of the shop stewards and 
men against the union leaders. The 4,000 Humber 
men are on strike over the declaring redundant 
of 290 employees. On the 12th March, the shop 
stewards called a general strike of 50,000 workers 
throughout the city, but this was averted at the 


last minute by the appeals of the union leaders. 
At the time of writing, however, the influence of 
the shop stewards, with their demand for a general 
sympathetic strike, seems to be on the increase, 
and it is likely that, if the Daimler workers agree 
to come out, the rest of the factories will join 
the general strike movement, 


To the original demand for reinstatement has 
now been added one for the revision of piecework 
rates. The management have so-far taken the 
attitude that they will negotiate on the day work 
is resumed, but up to the present both the workers 
and their shop stewards have remained in their 
demand that the promise of revision should be 
given them before they consider returning to work. 


A report from Coventry which was published ih 
the "Observer" of 17/3/46, gives an interesting 
picture of the militant ee prevailing among 
the Coventry workers, 


"| understand there have been _ bitter 
exchanges between the shop stewards and the 
local union officials. One shop steward ‘aid, 
‘If the trade union cannot help us, at least it 
should not injure us.’ 


"The present negotiations present a complex 
clash of loyalties. The shop steward, who, in 
general, sympathises with the strikers, is often 
a local union official. Again, Coventry workers 
have always presented a united front in fighting 
for local wage rates, and, as a result, wages 
have been higher than the national average. 
Humber workers claim that by striking to pre- 
serve local wage rates they are fighting for a 
wage level which will provide a lever for the 
rest of the country; whereas, if they are reduced 
to the national minimum, other Coventry firms 
may follow the alleged example of the Humber 
management." 


It is to be hoped that the other Coventry work- 
ers will soon demonstrate their full solidarity with 
the Humber men. 


Anarchist Commentary 


Yugo-Slavia a Police State 

As long ago as last May Rebecca West and 
other observers published reports about the 
police terror in Tito’s Yugo-Slavia. They were 
howled down by a chorus of Communists and 
fellow travellers, who even denied that Tito was 
conducting anti-British propaganda during the 
attempt to occupy ‘Trieste. But since the 
remarkable success of the National Liberation 
Front at the “elections,” more and more news 
has been trickling out concerning the methods 
Tito is employing to secure his government’s 
power. 

Political control is entirely in the hands of 
the Communist Party and the National Libera- 
tion Front, and like all totalitarian one party 
governments, they rule through a bureaucratic 
machine which seeks to control every aspect of 
economic and national life. Inevitably such a 
régime is inefficient, for rule by functionaries 
always is. And, following the Russian pattern, 
the inefficiency of the bureaucracy is being 
explained away as being due to “wreckers”. 
Tito, in a recent speech spoke of “serious sabo- 
tage in the construction of bridges, sabotage and 
theft in our railway system and industry, sabo- 
tage on our inland waterways, agriculture, in 
the mines”. ‘This kind of thing seems to be 
the rule after a dictatorial party has seized power 
and begins to fill all the important administrative 
jobs with people whose main qualification rests 
on their obsequious loyalty to the governing 


group, rather than on any _ technological 
competence. 
The Manchester Guardian correspondent 


writes that “the régime has apparently decided 

to fight economic scarcity with police 
measures.” Accordingly, a Central Control 
Commission, attached to the office of the Prime 
Minister, Tito, will “control the implementation 
of orders, instructions, and other directions of 
the Central Government on the part of the 
administrative organs, whose inefficiency has led 
to many complaints.” Some death sentences 
have already been passed. 

In plain terms, this means that the Govern- 
ment rules through the OZNA, as the Com- 
munist political police is called. The Yugo- 
Slav people live in terror of its nightly visits. 
Many observers testify to the widespread 
opposition to Tito’s régime, the estimates varying 
from 50 to 85 per cent. Under a régime of 
police terror, such figures can only be specula- 
tive, but there is evidence of an underground 
opposition for Tito recently complained that 
there were armed bands of “deluded men” still 
holding out in the mountains and remote villages. 
We have no information as to whether this 
guerrilla movement has any social revolutionary 
content. But it is certain that many people who 
went to Yugo-Slavia with an initial sympathy 
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—Greece will still be a financial vassal of 
Britain, and whoever gets in will have to shape 
their policy within the same economic frame- 
work—but because of the light it sheds on the 
Labour Government. 

Most of the Greek Cabinet have resigned on 
the election date issue, and when polling day 
comes, the opposition will no doubt abstain from 
voting. Elections are now used as a means of 
checking up on who holds opposition views so 
that the police can liquidate them afterwards, 
and to the people on the spot, abstention will 
seem the safest course. For the timorous, it 
will even seem expedient to vote for the Right. 

In any case, faced with Right Wing terrorism 
on the one hand, and Stalinists liquidating mili- 
tant workers on the other, apathy is natural to 
the Greek people. Their’s is a terrible situation. 


The Plight Of Austria 


The capitalist press is almost completely 
silent about the plight of the Austrian people, so 
that workers in this country have few means of 
knowing the truth about conditions there. 
Some letters from Austrian Socialists which we 
have seen help to lift the curtain to a slight 
extent. 

“T have visited many of our mutual friends 
and acquaintances. But it is strange; they told 
me a lot, but they are all living under a certain 
stress and fear. They don’t want to write to 
you about many things, and ask me to do so 
from Czecho-Slovakia. I am sorry for 
them—first the Gestapo, and now they are afraid 
again... Well, they are trying to get to another 
zone in the hope that it will be better there 
for them . . .They are all hungry but they say 
there are worse things still than hunger.” 

Another writes of the prevalence of dysentery 
in Vienna. She gives the following list of 
rations. “Bread and Flour, 40 dekagrammes a 
week; Coffee or “Ersatz,” 10 deka a month; 
Tea, nil; Meat, nil; Fats, 6-10 deka a week; 
Vegetables, nil; Potatoes 10 kilos since April 
1945; Fruit, nil; Macaroni, noodles, etc., Semo- 
lina, Rice, nil; Sugar, 42 deka a month; Salt, 
10 deka, Peas and beans (all dried) 60 deka 
upwards; Cigarettes, nil; Milk, nil, Eggpowder, 
4 deka a week.” 

21,000 houses in Vienna are damaged, a large 
number for a small town, with large houses 
giving accommodation to large numbers of 
families in each. 80,000 families are without 
accomodation, according to this correspondent, 
who adds that there were 5,000 corpses in the 
streets after the street fighting in April, 1945. 

The main food for the population seems to 
be dried peas and beans. ‘In Vienna they are 
called Stalin-Spende (Gift from Stalin) because 
of an election promise that Russia would send 
a gift of food. The gift was the dried beans 





GREAT deal of harm has been done to 

the syndicalist movement in the past by its 
association with the name of Sorel. For many 
years the legend has been spread that Sorel 
was the great theorist of syndicalism, and that 
the syndicalist movement sprang up as a result 
of his teachings. In view of the discreditable 
aspects of Sorel’s career and the manifest false- 
hood of some of his theories, it is clearly 
necessary to dispel these illusions about the 
connection between Sorel and _ revolutionary 
syndicalism. 

The syndicalist movement which arose in 
France during the last years of the nineteenth 
century was entirely the creation of workers, 
and arose out of the peculiar circumstances in 
France at the time, when the advanced corrup- 
tion of political life had disgusted a large section 
of militant workers and had convinced them that 
it was necessary to eschew politics and work 
solely through their own organisations. The 
trade unions began to revive in the late 1880’s, 
after their legalisation by the statute of 1884, 
and the real revolutionaries, the survivors of 
the Commune and the members of the anarchist 
groups of the period, saw the possibilities of 
the new organisations as means of founding 
a genuine working class movement. Many 
anarchist were therefore among the founders of 
the new unions. Prominent among them were 
Pouget, Pataud, Pelloutier, Delesalle and Yvetot, 
who saw in the new syndicates something very 
like the economic organisations which had 
already been foreshadowed by the earlier 
anarchists and by means of which the libertarian 
society could be established through the workers’ 
actions. 

Sorel was a retired government official who 
became inteersted in syndicalism towards the 
end of the 1890’s and in 1899, with a few other 
intellectuals, including Hubert Lagardelle and 
E. Berth, he founded a magazine, Le Mouve- 
ment Socialiste, which devoted itself to theorising 
on the theme of syndicalism. By this time the 
basic ideas of syndicalism had already been 
evolved by the movement’s own propagandists, 
men who were actually in the midst of the 
industrial struggle, like Pouget, Pataud and 
Pelloutier. They were ideas which had sprung 
from the actual experienced realities of industrial 
struggle rather than from the quiet theorising 
of the intellectual’s study. The characteristic 
tactic of syndicalism, the general strike, first 
advocated by the Owenite Benbow in the 1830's, 
had been expounded by an anarchist carpenter, 
Tortelier, and Yvetot and other anarchists were 
responsible for the adoption of anti-militaristt 
and anti-governmental principles by the revolu- 
tionary syndicalists. 

It will thus be seen that none of the 
characteristic principles of syndicalism was 
originated by Sorel and his associates. ‘These 
men took no part in the actual movement, and 


Syndicalism am 


impressed by books than by facts, and whe 
have no means of studying the real circumstance 
of the rise of this social tendency. Amonj 
revolutionary militants, I doubt if very man) 
have ever regarded Sorel as of real importance 

It would be unnecessary to pay so grea 
attention to Sorel’s tenuous connection with rea 
syndicalism, if it were not for the kind o 
theories which he put forward and which hav 
passed under the syndicalist name. What Sore 
preached was not syndicalism at all. He tool 
some of the ideas of the movement, particularlh 
that of the general strike—which haunted hi 
mind like a mystical obsession,—and mingle 
them with all the philosophical ideas he ha 
imbibed from an_ extensive but _ ill-digestec 
reading of Marx, Bergson, Schopenhauer an 
Nietzsche. All his writings oozed with nine 
teenth century romanticism, and every idea h 
put forward was tinged with the atheistica 
mysticism of the philosophers he followed. 

From Schopenhauer he took the cult o 
pessimism, from Nietzsche the cult of the super 
man, which he interpreted in the form of th 
rise of a regenerated and Homeric race throug! 
the class struggle. From Marx he took a per 
verted conception of the dialectical process o 
history. Unlike Marx, he saw that the progres 
sion of capitalism towards its final crisis di 
not seem to proceed quite as inevitably as Mar 
had imagined. The clock of history seeme 
to Sorel to be running down before strikin, 
the knell of capitalist private property.” S 
he thought to keep it going by artificiall 
stimulating class violence in order to keep th 
middle class and the workers in active opposi 
tion. But, and here Sorel’s ideas becom 
characteristically muddled, the class struggle a 
he saw it might put the workers on. their mettle 
but it might also revivify the middle classes an 
make them more ready to fight for what the 
hold. In fact, he tacitly admits as much. 

“Proletarian violence not only makes th 
future revolution certain, but it seems also t 
be the only means by which the Europea 
nations—at present stupefied by humanitarian 
ism—can recover their former energy. ‘Thi 
kind of violence compels capitalism to restric 
its attentions solely to its material réle an 
tends to restore to it the warlike qualitic 
which is formerly possessed. A growing an 
solidly organised working class can compel th 
capitalist class to remain firm in the indus 
trial war; if a united and _ revolutionar 
proletariat confronts.a rich middle class, cae 
for conquest, capitalist society will hay 
reached its historical perfection.” 
Reflections on Violence. pp. 90-9) 
“Everything may be saved, if the proletaria 
by their use of violence, manage to re-establis 
the division into classes, and so restore to th 
middle class something of its former energy 
that is the great aim towards which the who! 


police terror, such figures can only be specula- 
tive, but there is evidence of an underground 
opposition for Tito recently complained that 
there were armed bands of “deluded men” still 
holding out in the mountains and remote villages. 
We have no information as to whether this 
guerrilla movement has any social revolutionary 
content. But it is certain that many people who 
went to Yugo-Slavia with an initial sympathy 
with the “Partisans,” have been disillusioned 
by the Police terror which prevails. 


The Greek Elections 


In Greece, despite an alleged amnesty for all 
political prisoners, the people are living under 
an increasing terror exercised by armed bands 
of the Right, and by the official police. At the 
same time reports are coming through of the 
assassination of revolutionists by the Commun- 
ist organizations in E.A.M. The British Labour 
Government apparently insists on the elections 
being carried out at the end of this month as 
scheduled although all observers seem to agree 
that to hold them then rather than later greatly 
assists the monarchists. We record this not out 
of any concern for the outcome of the elections 





The Palestine Problem 


(Continued from p. 3) 
violence in order to provide the rationale for 
establishing a large permanent military base in 
Palestine (which is being done in any case), and 
(2) to suppress further expansion of the Jewish 
community by stopping immigration and by 
severely hampering the Jewish economy. 

Both obvious and subtle means are being 
taken to incite the Jews to violence. In the 
obvious class are the British military attack on 
Jews, not provoked by any prior military action 
by the Jews. For example, the Trans-Jordan 
Frontier Force (a British-officered volunteer 
corps organized to “guard the frontiers of 
Palestine” and notorious for its anti-Jewish bias) 
fired on Jews entering a collective settlement 
where “illegal” immigrants were staying; eight 
unarmed Jews. were killed while participating in 
a mass attempt to break a military cordon around 
a collective settlement that was being searched 
for arms. ‘The burning of government buildings 
in Tel-Aviv, for example, was possible only 
because the British permitted the fire to get a 
good start. When young Jews set the fires, 
the British did not bring out fire-fighting equip- 
ment until a large crowd had collected, and 
there was a great deal of confusion, at which 
time they shot into the crowd. 

More subtle techniques are used to upset the 
Jewish community, to keep at a constant boil 
the fears and frustrations regarding continued 
immigration. 

Simultaneously with the Bevin statement 
restricting Jewish immigration to Palestine, units 
of the British Mediterranean fleet were deployed 
off the coast of Palestine. Parades were staged 
of British troops in full battle regalia, and 
accompanied by tanks, through the streets of all- 
Jewish Tel-Aviv. Forced searches for arms in 
city apartments and at communal farm settle- 
ments were designed further to set nerves on 
edge. Stringent amendments were attached to 
old laws, increasing punishment for aid to 
illegal immigrants. 

There are on the statute books new regula- 
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families in each. 
accomodation, according to this correspondent, 
who adds that there were 5,000 corpses in the 
streets after the street fighting in April, 1945. 
The main food for the population seems to 
be dried peas and beans. “In Vienna they are 
called Stalin-Spende (Gift from Stalin) because 
of an election promise that Russia would send 
a gift of food. The gift was the dried beans 
and yellow peas, and they are hated.” 
Another letter states that the Russians are 
more repressive now, being furious at the result 
of the elections. ‘They never expected the 
Communists to gain so little, as they have 
imported all the ministers from Moscow—people 
who have been away since 1934 (The time of 
Dollfuss’ attacks on the Socialists)—and they 
had no success at all.” Yet another writes: 
“They have arersted several Social Democrats 
from Styria, very well known old people, and 
accused them of ‘Pan-German Conspiracy’. 
But it was so ridiculous that they had to release 
them. It was the Austrian Communists who 


did this at that time, as Styria is no longer 
Russian-occupied.” 
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had been expounded by an anarchist carpenter, 
Tortelier, and Yvetot and other anarchists were 
responsible for the adoption of anti-militaristt 
and anti-governmental principles by the revolu- 
tionary syndicalists. 

It will thus be seen that none of the 
characteristic principles of syndicalism was 
originated by Sorel and his associates. ‘These 
men took no part in the actual movement, and 
had very few contacts among working class 
syndicalists. ‘Their writings were hardly known 
among the workers, and exercised almost no 
influence on the development and ideas of 
syndicalism as a practical movement. They 
were, and remained, a group of isolated theore- 
ticians, and their influence was almost entirely 
on intellectuals. In France their following was 
very slight, in Italy it was larger, but consisted 
mostly of declassé petit-bourgeois elements, and 
in Spain, where revolutionary syndicalism 
reached its widest development, they had no 
influence at all, except among a few middle- 
class writers. The impression of Sorel’s 
influence on syndicalism is one that has grown 
up among students of politics who are more 


The Anarchist 


(A comrade sends us these personal reminiscen- 
ces of Fames Tochatti—a Scotsman of Italian 
descent—who was the Editor and printer of the 
Anarchist paper Liberty, which flourished at the 
beginning of this century. Among its contribu- 
tors were Malatesta, Kropotkin, William Morris 
and many others. Louise Michel’s history of 
the Paris Commune was published in serial form 
in its columns). 


yen I first met James Tochatti, I knew 
nothing of Socialism, Anarchism or Com- 
munism. I was steeped in Ruskin, Carlyle and 
the Bible. An apprentice, on my way to work, 
I passed a tailor’s shop at the corner of Beadon 
Hill and the Grove, Hammersmith, which bore 
the name “Auld Reekie”. This, I learned, was 
the abode of James Tochatti. 

Some few nights later, returning home from 
work, I met a big crowd of people attentively 
listening to the very earnest speech of a gaunt, 
frock-coated man with deep-set blue eyes, fading 
sandy hair, bushy eyebrows and _ straggling 
moustache, 

The piquant Scottish burr of his discourse on 
the French Revolution was abruptly interrupted 
by myself. Turning round, Tochati said, ‘“Per- 
haps you are right; don’t go away!” I stayed, 
to be called an “impudent young pup.” The 
speaker had misquoted Carlyle and I had inter- 
jected involuntarily. 

After the meeting, I went with my new ac- 
quaintance to “Auld Reekie”, his shop, had tea 
there and came home with a copy of Kropot- 
kin’s Mutual Aid, and instructions not to come 
back until I had read it. It was the first of 
Kropotkin’s works that I had ever seen and I 
thoroughly enjoyed it, although I by no means 
agreed with its conclusions or accepted all its 
propositions. Tochatti knew I would read it 
and be back for more, 
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read this one, but go!” Adding that reading all 
these books was useless if it had not inspired 
me to action. ‘The obvious retort was left un- 
said, for he simply drove me out. 

“This one” was a book on phrenology, a sub- 
ject of which, at the time, I knew nothing and 
cared less, but a subject to which Tochatti had 
devoted much study. The accuracy of some of 
his phrenological character delineations struck 
me at the time as being quite weird. Apropos 
phrenology, one evening, during a lecture to a 
group of young men from Ruskin College, some- 
one asked for a reading of Jack Tanner’s head, 
Jack being present. Tochatto, however, picked: 
up a colander and said, “That’s Jack’s head: all 
that goes in comes out.” 

Tochatti was, he informed me, a Scotsman, 
born in Italy. His parents had intended him 
for the medical profession, but pecuniary con- 
siderations compelled him to take up the sartor- 
ial. He was a tailor and a good one too, but 
while there were people to be encouraged to 
think and express themselves, his tailoring busi- 
ness suffered and so perhaps did his clients. He 
gathered round him an amazing crowd of crafts- 
men of all kinds. Among them I have met 
wood-carvers, cabinet makers, engineers, a sculp- 
tor, artists, printers. Any information or know- 
ledge he possessed he was willing to impart and 
anxious for the recipient to pass it on again. 
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proletariat confronts a rich middle class, cag 
for conquest, capitalist society will hay 
reached its historical perfection.” 
Reflections on Violence. pp. 90-9 
“Everything may be saved, if the proletaria 
by their use of violence, manage to re-establis 
the division into classes, and so restore to th 
middle class something of its former energy 
that is the great aim towards which the who 
thought of men—who are not hypnotised 
the events of the day, but who think of th 
conditions of to-morrow—must be directe 
Proletarian violence, carried on as a pure an 
simple manifestation of the class war, appea! 
thus as a very fine and very heroic thing; 
is at the service of the immemorial interes 
of civilisation, it is not perhaps the mo 
appropriate method of obtaining immedi) 
material advantages, but it may save tl 
world from barbarism.” 
Ibid. pp. 98-0 
From such passages a number of things abot 
Sorel become clear, even through the mist ¢ 
neo-Romantic verbiage. Firstly, Sorel was n 
a genuine social revolutionary; he was 
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Reproduction of the front page of 
Tochatti’s paper “‘Liberty’’. 





To this end he trained young men to speak } 
public on questions they had thoroughly studie: 
‘fhey could always borrow a book from hi 
which was probably not available at the Publ 
Library of the time. 

I wonder how much Sir Ben Smith, Jac 
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severely hampering the Jewish economy. 

Both obvious and subtle means are being 
taken to incite the Jews to violence. In the 
obvious class are the British military attack on 
Jews, not provoked by any prior military action 
by the Jews. For example, the Trans-Jordan 
Frontier Force (a  British-officered volunteer 
corps organized to “guard the frontiers of 
Palestine” and notorious for its anti-Jewish bias) 
fired on Jews entering a collective settlement 
where “illegal” immigrants were staying; eight 
unarmed Jews. were killed while participating in 
a mass attempt to break a military cordon around 
a collective settlement that was being searched 
for arms. The burning of government buildings 
in Tel-Aviv, for example, was possible only 
because the British permitted the fire to get a 
good start. When young Jews set the fires, 
the British did not bring out fire-fighting equip- 
ment until a large crowd had collected, and 
there was a great deal of confusion, at which 
time they shot into the crowd. 

More subtle techniques are used to upset the 
Jewish community, to keep at a constant boil 
the fears and frustrations regarding continued 
immigration. 

Simultaneously with the Bevin statement 
restricting Jewish immigration to Palestine, units 
of the British Mediterranean fleet were deployed 
off the coast of Palestine. Parades were staged 
of British troops in full battle regalia, and 
accompanied by tanks, through the streets of all- 
Jewish Tel-Aviv. Forced searches for arms in 
city apartments and at communal farm settle- 
ments were designed further to set nerves on 
edge. Stringent amendments were attached to 
old laws, increasing punishment for aid to 
illegal immigrants. 

There are on the statute books new regula- 
tions which make possible the arrest and deporta- 
tion of suspected terrorists in a manner no 
different from that of the medieval “‘lettre de 
cachet.” Confirming private communciations 
received from Palestine about deportation of 
Jews without trial, incommunicado, to North 
African concentration camps, a New York Times 
dispatch (20/12/45) reports that fifty-two 
Palestinian Jews were deported to Eritrea. 
“They are believed to have been held on sus- 
picion of being members of an underground 
terrorist organization, although no _ formal 
charges have been made against them or com- 
municated to them. ‘This deportation brings the 
number of Palestinian Jewish detainees in 
Eritrea to more than three hundred.” 

In addition, restrictions on sale of land to 
Jews, which have been very severe since passage 
of the White Paper of 1939, have been tightened 
up even more in the last few months, making 
the acquisition of further land extremely 
difficult, costly and uncertain. 

The occurrence of Arab riots against Palestine 
Jews would obviously be the culmination of 
the immediate British aims in the Near East. 
The propaganda of tension, the Tripoli riots, 
the incitements of Arabs, the war of nerves, have 
all been part of direct policy implementation 
toward this aim. ‘The most significant observa- 
tion to be drawn is that so far all this provoca- 
tion has failed completely. 
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descent—who was the Editer and printer of the 
Anarchist paper Liberty, which flourished at the 
beginning of this century. Among its contribu- 
tors were Malatesta, Kropotkin, William Morris 
and many others. Louise Michel’s history of 
the Paris Commune was published in serial form 
in its columns). 


yes I first met James Tochatti, I knew 
nothing of Socialism, Anarchism or Com- 
munism. I was steeped in Ruskin, Carlyle and 
the Bible. An apprentice, on my way to work, 
I passed a tailor’s shop at the corner of Beadon 
Hill and the Grove, Hammersmith, which bore 
the name “Auld Reekie”. This, I learned, was 
the abode of James Tochatti. 

Some few nights later, returning home from 
work, I met a big crowd of people attentively 
listening to the very earnest speech of a gaunt, 
frock-coated man with deep-set blue eyes, fading 
sandy hair, bushy eyebrows and straggling 
moustache, 

The piquant Scottish burr of his discourse on 
the French Revolution was abruptly interrupted 
by myself. Turning round, Tochati said, “Per- 
haps you are right; don’t go away!” I stayed, 
to be called an “impudent young pup.” ‘The 
speaker had misquoted Carlyle and I had inter- 
jected involuntarily. 

After the meeting, I went with my new ac- 
quaintance to “Auld Reekie”, his shop, had tea 
there and came home with a copy of Kropot- 
kin’s Mutual Aid, and instructions not to come 
back until I had read it. It was the first of 
Kropotkin’s works that I had ever seen and I 
thoroughly enjoyed it, although I by no means 
agreed with its conclusions or accepted all its 
propositions. Tochatti knew I would read it 
and be back for more. He did not appear to 
relish my criticisms when I opposed personal 
observations of my own to those of Kropotkin, 
but I quickly realized he was sounding me. 
Many were the discussions we had over Kropot- 
kin, after I had gone through his various works. 
Amusement registered on Tochatti’s face when I 
expressed my unqualified approval of Fields, 
Factories, and Workshops, and he quizzically 
asked if my personal observations tallied with 
those of Kropotkin in this case. My reply that 
I had recently spent a short holiday—a fortnight 
—on the roads, with the intention of examining 
certain historical monuments and remains in the 
Home Counties, but had returned with a feeling 
almost of loathing for my own class, brought the 
retort “So would not Jesus, Gautama or 
Socrates,” and the reminder that I ought to feel 
it my duty more than ever to help remove the 
veil of ignorance and stupidity which blinds man- 
kind to the realities of life. 

Going downstairs one evening in his shop, I 
removed my hat, the removal of which Tochatti 
supposed, was “‘one of my bloody religious in- 
stincts”. An argument ensued which ended with 
“Take a book and clear out”. This was not 
easy, as although Tochatti had a very fine col- 
lection, there were not many that I had not read. 
I picked up Lavater’s Physiognomy and remark- 
ed that I had been comparing the faces of 
animals—other than man. ‘Tochatti took the 
book from me and said, ‘““You’ve read that; now 


me to action. ‘The obvious retort was left un- 
said, for he simply drove me out. 

“This one” was a book on phrenology, a sub- 
ject of which, at the time, I knew nothing and 
cared less, but a subject to which Tochatti had 
devoted much study. The accuracy of some of 
his phrenological character delineations struck 
me at the time as being quite weird. Apropos 
phrenology, one evening, during a lecture to a 
group of young men from Ruskin College, some- 
one asked for a reading of Jack Tanner’s head, 
Jack being present. Tochatto, however, picked: 
up a colander and said, “That’s Jack’s head: all 
that goes in comes out.” 

Tochatti was, he informed me, a Scotsman, 
born in Italy. His parents had intended him 
for the medical profession, but pecuniary con- 
siderations compelled him to take up the sartor- 
ial. He was a tailor and a good one too, but 
while there were people to be encouraged to 
think and express themselves, his tailoring busi- 
ness suffered and so perhaps did his clients. He 
gathered round him an amazing crowd of crafts- 
men of all kinds. Among them I have met 
wood-carvers, cabinet makers, engineers, a sculp- 
tor, artists, printers. Any information or know- 
ledge he possessed he was willing to impart and 
anxious for the recipient to pass it on again. 
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To this end he trained young men to speak in 
public on questions they had thoroughly studied, 
‘Chey could always borrow a book from him 
which was probably not available at the Public 
Library of the time. 

I wonder how much Sir Ben Smith, Jack 
Tanner, or Bill Pratt owe to the Dialectical 
Society started by Tochatti! Ardent anarchists 
at the time, they were not intransigeant: 
Tochatti was. 

When I first went to “Auld Reekie” Tochatti 
had the press (a double-crown Columbian hand- 
press) in the cellar below his shop. This was 
afterwards removed to one of the railway arches 
in the Grove, where the Dialectical Society was 
started. At one end of the arch a “pukka” 
stage was erected by Hermann Mordherty. 
Huge portraits of our literary giants (quite fine 
paintings by Smart) adorned the walls and 
ample seating accommodation was provided. At 
the opposite end from the stage was the press 
and a compositor’s frame. I have set election 
addresses there; handbills and small window- 
bills, and H———— has printed them on the 
press. There was an occasion when Percy 
Tanner, brother to Jack, resplendant in white 
flannels and a blazer, came over to the press, 
and seeing, or thinking he saw, a clean polished 
board, sat on it. H————, turning round from 
the press, said in his inimitably dry way: “God 
bless my soul! here I’ve spent over an hour 
cleaning, scouring and polishing that board and 
now you're sitting on it.” ‘Well, what of it?” 
said Percy. “Nothing,” said H———, except 
that you’ve fouled up my black ink.” The sitter 
stood up quickly, but I’m afraid he could never 
remove that sinister bar. 


FREEDOM—THROUGH ANARCHISM, 23rd MARCH, 1946. 
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-Greece will still be a financial vassal of 
ritain, and whoever gets in will have to shape 
ir policy within the same economic frame- 
ork—but because of the light it sheds on the 
abour Government. 

Most of the Greek Cabinet have resigned on 
1¢ election date issue, and when polling day 
ymes, the opposition will no doubt abstain from 
oting. Elections are now used as a means of 
hecking up on who holds opposition views so 
nat the police can liquidate them afterwards, 
nd to the people on the spot, abstention will 
vem the safest course. For the timorous, it 
ill even seem expedient to vote for the Right. 
In any case, faced with Right Wing terrorism 
n the one hand, and Stalinists liquidating mili- 
int workers on the other, apathy is natural to 
he Greek people. Their’s is a terrible situation. 


The Plight Of Austria 


The capitalist press is almost completely 
ilent about the plight of the Austrian people, so 
hat workers in this country have few means of 
nowing the truth about conditions there. 
ome letters from Austrian Socialists which we 
lave seen help to lift the curtain to a slight 
xtent. 

“TI have visited many of our mutual friends 
nd acquaintances. But it is strange; they told 
ne a lot, but they are all living under a certain 
tress and fear. They don’t want to write to 
ou about many things, and ask me to do so 
rom Czecho-Slovakia. I am sorry for 
hem—first the Gestapo, and now they are afraid 
gain... Well, they are trying to get to another 
one in the hope that it will be better there 
or them .. .They are all hungry but they say 
here are worse things still than hunger.” 

Another writes of the prevalence of dysentery 
n Vienna. She gives the following list of 
ations. “Bread and Flour, 40 dekagrammes a 
veek; Coffee or “Ersatz,” 10 deka a month; 
ea, nil; Meat, nil; Fats, 6-10 deka a week; 
Vegetables, nil; Potatoes 10 kilos since April 
945; Fruit, nil; Macaroni, noodles, etc., Semo- 
ina, Rice, nil; Sugar, 42 deka a month; Salt, 
'() deka, Peas and beans (all dried) 60 deka 
ipwards; Cigarettes, nil; Milk, nil, Eggpowder, 
| deka a week.” 

21,000 houses in Vienna are damaged, a large 
tumber for a small town, with large houses 
riving accommodation to large numbers of 
amilies in each. 80,000 families are without 
iccomodation, according to this correspondent, 
who adds that there were 5,000 corpses in the 
treets after the street fighting in April, 1945. 

The main food for the population seems to 
ye dried peas and beans. “In Vienna they are 
“alled Svalin-Spende (Gift from Stalin) because 
f an election promise that Russia would send 
| gift of food, The gift was the dried beans 


GREAT deal of harm has been done to 

the syndicalist movement in the past by its 
association with the name of Sorel. For many 
years the legend has been spread that Sorel 
was the great theorist of syndicalism, and that 
the syndicalist movement sprang up as a result 
of his teachings. In view of the discreditable 
aspects of Sorel’s career and the manifest false- 
hood of some of his theories, it is clearly 
necessary to dispel these illusions about the 
connection between Sorel and _ revolutionary 
syndicalism. 

The syndicalist movement which arose in 
France during the last years of the nineteenth 
century was entirely the creation of workers, 
and arose out of the peculiar circumstances in 
France at the time, when the advanced corrup- 
tion of political life had disgusted a large section 
of militant workers and had convinced them that 
it was necessary to eschew politics and work 
solely. through their own organisations. The 
trade unions began to revive in the late 1880’s, 
after their legalisation by the statute of 1884, 
and the real revolutionaries, the survivors of 
the Commune and the members of the anarchist 
groups of the period, saw the possibilities of 
the new organisations as means of founding 
a genuine working class movement. Many 
anarchist were therefore among the founders of 
the new unions. Prominent among them were 
Pouget, Pataud, Pelloutier, Delesalle and Yvetot, 
who saw in the new syndicates something very 
like the economic organisations which had 
already been foreshadowed by the earlier 
anarchists and by means of which the libertarian 
society could be established through the workers’ 
actions. 

Sorel was a retired government official who 
became inteersted in syndicalism towards the 
end of the 1890’s and in 1899, with a few other 
intellectuals, including Hubert Lagardelle and 
E. Berth, he founded a magazine, Le Mouve- 
ment Socialiste, which devoted itself to theorising 
on the theme of syndicalism. By this time the 
basic ideas of syndicalism had already been 
evolved by the movement’s own propagandists, 
men who were actually in the midst of the 
industrial struggle, like Pouget, Pataud and 
Pelloutier. They were ideas which had sprung 
from the actual experienced realities of industrial 
struggle rather than from the quiet theorising 
of the intellectual’s study. The characteristic 
tactic of syndicalism, the general strike, first 
advocated by the Owenite Benbow in the 1830s, 
had been expounded by an anarchist carpenter, 
Tortelier, and Yvetot and other anarchists were 
responsible for the adoption of anti-militaristt 
and anti-governmental principles by the revolu- 
tionary syndicalists. 

It will thus be seen that none of the 
characteristic principles of syndicalism was 
originated by Sorel and his associates. These 
men took no part in the actual movement, and 
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Syndicalism and Sorel 


impressed by books than by facts, and who 
have no means of studying the real circumstances 
of the rise of this social tendency. Among 
revolutionary militants, I doubt if very many 
have ever regarded Sorel as of real importance. 

It would be unnecessary to pay so great 
attention to Sorel’s tenuous connection with real 
syndicalism, if it were not for the kind of 
theories which he put forward and which have 
passed under the syndicalist name. What Sorel 
preached was not syndicalism at all. He took 
some of the ideas of the movement, particularly 
that of the general strike—which haunted his 
mind like a mystical obsession,—and mingled 
them with all the philosophical ideas he had 
imbibed from an _ extensive but _ ill-digested 
reading of Marx, Bergson, Schopenhauer and 
Nietzsche. All his writings oozed with nine- 
teenth century romanticism, and every idea he 
put forward was tinged with the atheistical 
mysticism of the philosophers he followed. 

From Schopenhauer he took the cult of 
pessimism, from Nietzsche the cult of the super- 
man, which he interpreted in the form of the 
rise of a regenerated and Homeric race through 
the class struggle. From Marx he took a per- 
verted conception of the dialectical process of 
history. Unlike Marx, he saw that the progres- 
sion of capitalism towards its final crisis did 
not seem to proceed quite as inevitably as Marx 
had imagined. The clock of history seemed 
to Sorel to be running down before striking 
the knell of capitalist private property.” So 
he thought to keep it going by artificially 
stimulating class violence in order to keep the 
middle class and the workers in active opposi- 
tion. But, and here Sorel’s ideas become 
characteristically muddled, the class struggle as 
he saw it might put the workers on their mettle, 
but it might also revivify the middle classes and 
make them more ready to fight for what they 
hold. In fact, he tacitly admits. as much. 

“Proletarian violence not only makes the 
future revolution certain, but it seems also to 
be the only means by which the European 
nations—at present stupefied by humanitarian- 
ism—can recover their former energy. This 
kind of violence compels capitalism to restrict 
its attentions solely to its material réle and 
tends to restore to it the warlike qualities 
which is formerly possessed. A growing and 
solidly organised working class can compel the 
capitalist class to remain firm in the indus- 
trial war; if a united and _ revolutionary 
proletariat confronts a rich middle class, eager 
for conquest, capitalist society will have 
reached its historical perfection.” 

Reflections on Violence. pp. 90-91. 

‘Everything may be saved, if the proletariat, 
by their use of violence, manage to re-establish 
the division into classes, and so restore to the 
middle class something of its former energy; 
that is the great aim towards which the whole 
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Nietzschean pseudo-moralist, who had little 
interest in the material well-being of the 
workers, but sought some nebulous kind of 
moral regeneration of society through violence, 
and hoped to use the workers’ movements to 
gain this end. Silone has said that Sorel’s idea 
of the class war was merely “aesthetic and 
childish,” but it seems to me that we must 
grant him a genuine, if somewhat perverted, 
concern for moral values. He was very much 
preoccupied with such abstractions as “sublimity” 
and “heroism”. Once he remarked. ‘Even if 
the only result of the idea of the general strike 
was to make the Socialist conception more 
heroic, it should on that account alone be looked 
upon as having an incalculable value.” One 
can imagine the raspberries any group of 
ordinary workers would give to such a statement 
—and rightly! Surely the only sound reason 
for any industrial action is to gain immediate 
or eventual concrete ends for the workers; 
“heroism” without results is a stupid quality, 
and does more harm than good—we might well 
quote Bakunin on this point, “I want the masses 
of humanity to be really emancipated from all 
authority and from all heroes present and to 
come.” 

Sorel had a fixed conception of the dualism 
of capital and labour, fighting their class struggle 
for the regeneration of society. He talked of 
the revolution, but rarely of the classless society 
it was to achieve, and it is clear that his idea 
of social health rested in the permanence of 
social division and conflict. To a man with 
such an attitude, it really would not matter a 
great deal which side set about the use of 
regenerative violence, and, in the event, Sorel 
and his friends supported the middle class when 
the struggle came to the showdown of Fascism. 
Sorel approved the rise of both Lenin and 
Mussolini. His Italian disciples joined the Fas- 
cists, while the real working-class syndicalists 
carried on the struggle against the dictatorship. 
Hubert Lagardelle finished as a minister in the 
Vichyite government, and in Spain Sorel has 
found his first receptive readers among the Fal- 
angists, while again the real revolutionary syndi- 
calists who have never read his books are 
maintaining the underground fight against 
Franco. 

The last feature of Sorel’s thought that calls 
for examination is the political myth. This idea 
is at least as old as Plato, but Sorel elaborated 
it in a peculiar way. He adopted the idea of 
the general strike, not as a practical revolution- 
ary tactic, which is its sole function and 
justification, but as a myth to perpetuate class 
violence. His remarks on the myth show him 
to have been a Machiavellian of the first order 
(indeed, he has been canonised as such by the 
present Machiavellian Pope, James Burnham). 
Sorel taught that unless the workers were given 
myths, they would never become active. He 


21,000 houses in Vienna are damaged, a large 
umber for a small town, with large houses 
iving accommodation to large numbers of 
imilies in each. 80,000 families are without 
ccomodation, according to this correspondent, 
tho adds that there were 5,000 corpses in the 
ireets after the street fighting in April, 1945. 
The main food for the population seems to 
¢ dried peas and beans. “In Vienna they are 
ulled Stalin-Spende (Gift from Stalin) because 
f an election promise that Russia would send 
gift of food. The gift was the dried beans 
nd yellow peas, and they are hated.” 
Another letter states that the Russians are 
lore repressive now, being furious at the result 
the elections. “They never expected the 
ommunists to gain so little, as they have 
nported all the ministers from Moscow—people 
tho have been away since 1934 (The time of 
Jollfuss’ attacks on the Socialists)—and they 
ad no success at all.” Yet another writes: 
They have arersted several Social Democrats 
rom Styria, very well known old people, and 
ccused them of ‘Pan-German Conspiracy’. 


jut it was so ridiculous that they had to release 
hem. It was the Austrian Communists who 
id this at that time, as Styria is no longer 
\ussian-occupied.” 





PEN PICTURE 


The Anarchist 


1 comrade sends us these personal reminiscen- 
s of Fames Tochatti—a Scotsman of Italian 
escent—who was the Editor and printer of the 
narchist paper Liberty, which flourished at the 
skinning of this century. Among its contribu- 
rs were Malatesta, Kropotkin, William Morris 
ud many others. Louise Michel’s history of 
te Paris Commune was published in serial form 
, its columns). 


aN I first met James Tochatti, I knew 
nothing of Socialism, Anarchism or Com- 
unism. I was steeped in Ruskin, Carlyle and 
¢ Bible. An apprentice, on my way to work, 
passed a tailor’s shop at the corner of Beadon 
ill and the Grove, Hammersmith, which bore 
¢ name “Auld Reekie”, This, I learned, was 
1¢ abode of James Tochatti. 
Some few nights later, returning home from 
ork, I met a big crowd of people attentively 
stening to the very earnest speech of a gaunt, 
ock-coated man with deep-set blue eyes, fading 
ndy hair, bushy eyebrows and straggling 
oustache. 
The piquant Scottish burr. of his discourse on 
e French Revolution was abruptly interrupted 
/ myself. Turning round, Tochati said, “Per- 
ips you are right; don’t go away!” I stayed, 
be called an “impudent young pup.” The 
eaker had misquoted Carlyle and I had inter- 
sted involuntarily. 
After the meeting, I went with my new ac- 
laintance to “Auld Reekie”, his shop, had tea 
ere and came home with a copy of Kropot- 
n's Mutual Aid, and instructions not to come 
ck until I had read it. It was the first of 
ropotkin’s works that I had ever seen and I 
oroughly enjoyed it, although I by no means 
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of the intellectual’s study. ‘The characteristic 
tactic of syndicalism, the general strike, first 
advocated by the Owenite Benbow in the 1830's, 
had been expounded by an anarchist carpenter, 
Tortelier, and Yvetot and other anarchists were 
responsible for the adoption of anti-militaristt 
and anti-governmental principles by the revolu- 
tionary syndicalists. 

It will thus be seen that none of the 
characteristic principles of syndicalism was 
originated by Sorel and his associates. ‘These 
men took no part in the actual movement, and 
had very few contacts among working class 
syndicalists. Their writings were hardly known 
among the workers, and exercised almost no 
influence on the development and ideas of 
syndicalism as a practical movement. They 
were, and remained, a group of isolated theore- 
ticians, and their influence was almost entirely 
on intellectuals. In France their following was 
very slight, in Italy it was larger, but consisted 
mostly of declassé petit-bourgeois elements, and 
in Spain, where revolutionary syndicalism 
reached its widest development, they had no 
influence at all, except among a few middle- 
class writers. The impression of Sorel’s 
influence on syndicalism is one that has grown 
up among students of politics who are more 


read this one, but go!” Adding that reading all 
these books was useless if it had not inspired 
me to action. The obvious retort was left un- 
said, for he simply drove me out. 

“This one” was a book on phrenology, a sub- 
ject of which, at the time, I knew nothing and 
cared less, but a subject to which Tochatti had 
devoted much study. The accuracy of some of 
his phrenological character delineations struck 
me at the time as being quite weird. Apropos 
phrenology, one evening, during a lecture to a 
group of young men from Ruskin College, some- 
one asked for a reading of Jack Tanner’s head, 
Jack being present. 
up a colander and said, ““That’s Jack’s head: all 
that goes in comes out.” 

Tochatti was, he informed me, a Scotsman, 
born in Italy. His parents had intended him 
for the medical profession, but pecuniary con- 
siderations compelled him to take up the sartor- 
ial. He was a tailor and a good one too, but 
while there were people to be encouraged to 
think and express themselves, his tailoring busi- 
ness suffered and so perhaps did his clients. He 
gathered round him an amazing crowd of crafts- 
men of all kinds. Among them I have met 
wood-carvers, cabinet makers, engineers, a sculp- 
tor, artists, printers. Any information or know- 
ledge he possessed he was willing to impart and 
anxious for the recipient to pass it on again. 
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Tochatto, however, picked: 
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solidly organised working class can compel the 
capitalist class to remain firm in the indus- 
trial war; if a united and _ revolutionary 
proletariat confronts a rich middle class, eager 
for conquest, capitalist society will have 
reached its historical perfection.” 

Reflections on Violence. pp. 90-91. 
“Everything may be saved, if the proletariat, 
by their use of violence, manage to re-establish 
the division into classes, and so restore to the 
middle class something of its former energy; 
that is the great aim towards which the whole 
thought of men—who are not hypnotised by 
the events of the day, but who think of the 
conditions of to-morrow—must be directed. 
Proletarian violence, carried on as a pure and 
simple manifestation of the class war, appears 
thus as a very fine and very heroic thing; it 
is at the service of the immemorial interests 
of civilisation, it is not perhaps the most 
appropriate method of obtaining immediate 
material advantages, but it may save the 
world from barbarism.” 
Ibid. pp. 98-99. 
From such passages a number of things about 

Sorel become clear, even through the mist of 

neo-Romantic verbiage. Firstly, Sorel was not 

a genuine social revolutionary; he was a 
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To this end he trained young men to speak in 
public on questions they had thoroughly studied. 
they could always borrow a book from him 


ahi aah Pattie OF oorels thought that calls 
for examination is the political myth. This idea 
is at least as old as Plato, but Sorel elaborated 
it in a peculiar way. He adopted the idea of 
the general strike, not as a practical revolution- 
ary tactic, which is its sole function and 
justification, but as a myth to perpetuate class 
violence. His remarks on the myth show him 
to have been a Machiavellian of the first order 
(indeed, he has been canonised as such by the 
present Machiavellian Pope, James Burnham). 
Sorel taught that unless the workers were given 
myths, they would never become active. He 
opposed what he called “Utopias”, that is to 
say, scientific social theories, and put in their 
place his “myths”. In the myth “use must 
be made of a body of images which, by intuition 
alone, and before any considered analyses are 
made, is capable of evoking as an undivided 
whole the mass of sentiments which corresponds 
to the different manifestations of the war. under- 
taken by Socialism against modern society”. 
The myth need have no relation to truth or to 
the probabilities of the future. It “must be 
judged as a means of acting on the present: 
any attempt to discuss how far it can be taken 
literally as future history is devoid of sense.” 

It is clear that here, under the guise of anti- 

political ‘syndicalism,” we are being drawn back 
into political lies and casuistry. The meanest 
politician cadging for votes at an election will 
make promises which he never intends to keep, 
in order to win himself the support of the 
people, and, although his crude lies may not 
be sufficiently subtle to fulfil Sorel’s idea of 
the | myth, they are based on the same 
principle.” They are not concerned with the 
probability of future achievement. They are 
based rather on a calculation of what story will 
best induce the people to vote, and in this way 
differ in no fundamental point from Sorel’s 
theory of the myth. 

The Sorelian myth is an amoral and funda- 
mentally reactionary conception. In elaborating 
it Sorel was merely clarifying a Machiavellian 
device which has been used by politicians from 
the days of the Athenian tyrant Critias, and 
probably before. It is reactionary in the same 
way as any Jesuitical method, because the 
habitual use of deception, even for a supposedly 
good end, inevitably breeds distrust and corrup- 
tion within the movement that uses it, and makes 
it impossible for the people who are deceived 
to choose between the good and the bad, when 
both may wear the same disguise. It is signifi- 
cant that the one Sorelian doctrine which the 
fascists accepted without reserve was precisely 
this teaching of the social myth. 

Let us leave all these deceptive activities to 
the political spheres where they belong. A 
movement will be truly revolutionary in its 
effect, only if it shows a morality and an 
intellectual honesty in every way superior to 
those of the society against which it fights. For 
this reason, I submit, we mist reject Sorel’s 
pretensions to revolutionary significance. 

GrorGE Woopcock. 
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Work shortly after this took me too far away 
to visit Tochatti and when I did I found that 
the Dialectical Society had finished and the 
group of young people who used to meet there 
had dispersed. Meetings, however, were still 
being held in the Grove. 
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ES CERI WVUNG WS (he Hditor and printer of the 
Inarchist paper Liberty, which flourished at the 
ginning of this century. Among its contribu- 
ors were Malatesta, Kropotkin, William Morris 
md many others. Louise Michel’s history of 
he Paris Commune was published in serial form 
n its columns). 


QY/HEN I first met James Tochatti, I knew 

nothing of Socialism, Anarchism or Com- 
nunism. I was steeped in Ruskin, Carlyle and 
he Bible. An apprentice, on my way to work, 
passed a tailor’s shop at the corner of Beadon 
Till and the Grove, Hammersmith, which bore 
he name “Auld Reekie”. This, I learned, was 
he abode of James Tochatti. 

Some few nights later, returning home from 
vork, I met a big crowd of people attentively 
istening to the very earnest speech of a gaunt, 
rock-coated man with deep-set blue eyes, fading 
andy hair, bushy eyebrows and straggling 
noustache. 

The piquant Scottish burr of his discourse on 
he French Revolution was abruptly interrupted 
y myself. Turning round, Tochati said, “Per- 
aps you are right; don’t go away!” I stayed, 
» be called an “impudent young pup.” The 
peaker had misquoted Carlyle and I had inter- 
scted involuntarily. 

After the meeting, I went with my new ac- 
uaintance to “Auld Reekie”, his shop, had tea 
here and came home with a copy of Kropot- 
in’s Mutual Aid, and instructions not to come 
ack until I had read it. It was the first of 
ropotkin’s works that I had ever seen and I 
1oroughly enjoyed it, although I by no means 
greed with its conclusions or accepted all its 
ropositions. ‘Tochatti knew I would read it 
nd be back for more. He did not appear to 
lish my criticisms when I opposed personal 
bservations of my own to those of Kropotkin, 
ut I quickly realized he was sounding me. 
any were the discussions we had over Kropot- 
in, after I had gone through his various works. 
Musement registered on Tochatti’s face when I 
xpressed my unqualified approval of Fields, 
actories, and Workshops, and he quizzically 
iked if my personal observations tallied with 
lose of Kropotkin in this case. My reply that 
had recently spent a short holiday—a fortnight 
-on the roads, with the intention of examining 
tain historical monuments and remains in the 
ome Counties, but had returned with a feeling 
most of loathing for my own class, brought the 
tort “So would not Jesus, Gautama or 
pcrates,” and the reminder that I ought to feel 

my duty more than ever to help remove the 
‘il of ignorance and stupidity which blinds man- 
nd to the realities of life. 

Going downstairs one evening in his shop, I 
moved my hat, the removal of which Tochatti 
pposed, was “one of my bloody religious in- 
nets”. An argument ensued which ended with 
fake a book and clear out”. This was not 
sy, as although Tochatti had a very fine col- 
‘tion, there were not many that I had not read. 
picked up Lavater’s Physiognomy and remark- 

that I had been comparing the faces of 
imals—other than man. Tochatti took the 
ok from me and said, “You’ve read that; now 
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said, for he simply drove me out. 

“This one” was a book on phrenology, a sub- 
ject of which, at the time, I knew nothing and 
cared less, but a subject to which Tochatti had 
devoted much study. ‘The accuracy of some of 
his phrenological character delineations struck 
me at the time as being quite weird. Apropos 
phrenology, one evening, during a lecture to a 
group of young men from Ruskin College, some- 
one asked for a reading of Jack Tanner’s head, 
Jack being present. Tochatto, however, picked: 
up a colander and said, ““That’s Jack’s head: all 
that goes in comes out.” 

Tochatti was, he informed me, a Scotsman, 
born in Italy. His parents had intended him 
for the medical profession, but pecuniary con- 
siderations compelled him to take up the sartor- 
ial. He was a tailor and a good one too, but 
while there were people to be encouraged to 
think and express themselves, his tailoring busi- 
ness suffered and so perhaps did his clients. He 
gathered round him an amazing crowd of crafts- 
men of all kinds. Among them I have met 
wood-carvers, cabinet makers, engineers, a sculp- 
tor, artists, printers. Any information or know- 
ledge he possessed he was willing to impart and 
anxious for the recipient to pass it on again. 
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To this end he trained young men to speak in 
public on questions they had thoroughly studied. 
‘Lhey could always borrow a book from him 
which was probably not available at the Public 
Library of the time. 

I wonder how much Sir Ben Smith, Jack 
Tanner, or Bill Pratt owe to the Dialectical 
Society started by Tochatti! Ardent anarchists 
at the time, they were not intransigeant: 
Tochatti was. 

When I first went to “Auld Reekie” Tochatti 
had the press (a double-crown Columbian hand- 
press) in the cellar below his shop. This was 
afterwards removed to one of the railway arches 
in the Grove, where the Dialectical Society was 
started. At one end of the arch a “pukka” 
stage was erected by Hermann Mordherty. 
Huge portraits of our literary giants (quite fine 
paintings by Smart) adorned the walls and 
ample seating accommodation was provided. At 
the opposite end from the stage was the press 
and a compositor’s frame. I have set election 
addresses there; handbills and small window- 
bills, and H-——— has printed them on the 
press. There was an occasion when Percy 
Tanner, brother to Jack, resplendant in white 
flannels and a blazer, came over to the press, 
and seeing, or thinking he saw, a clean polished 
board, sat on it. H. , turning round from 
the press, said in his inimitably dry way: “God 
bless my soul! here I’ve spent over an hour 
cleaning, scouring and polishing that board and 
now you’re sitting on it.” ‘Well, what of it?” 
said Percy. “Nothing,” said H. » except 
that you’ve fouled up my black ink.” The sitter 
stood up quickly, but I’m afraid he could never 
remove that sinister bar. 








Nest mduce the people to vote, and in this way 
differ in no fundamental point from Sorel’s 
theory of the myth. 

The Sorelian myth is an amoral and funda- 
mentally reactionary conception. In elaborating 
it Sorel was merely clarifying a Machiavellian 
device which has been used by politicians from 
the days of the Athenian tyrant Critias, and 
probably before. It is reactionary in the same 
way as any Jesuitical method, because the 
habitual use of deception, even for a supposedly 
good end, inevitably breeds distrust and corrup- 
tion within the movement that uses it, and makes 
it impossible for the people who are deceived 
to choose between the good and the bad, when 
both may wear the same disguise. It is signifi- 
cant that the one Sorelian doctrine which the 
fascists accepted without reserve was precisely 
this teaching of the social myth. 

Let us leave all these deceptive activities to 
the political spheres where they belong. A 
movement will be truly revolutionary in its 
effect, only if it shows a morality and an 
intellectual honesty in every way superior to 
those of the society against which it fights. For 
this reason, I submit, we mist reject Sorel’s 
pretensions to revolutionary significance. 

GerorGE Woopcock.. 
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Work shortly after this took me too far away 
to visit Tochatti and when I did I found that 
the Dialectical Society had finished and the 
group of young people who used to meet there 
had dispersed. Meetings, however, were still 
being held in the Grove. 

Sid ———, who would hold audiences spell- 
bound for hours with his exhaustive Gibbonian 
Roman History. “Young Mac,” who recited 
Hugo’s “Revolutionary” with such verve and 
intensity of feeling that Desmoulins, Danton, 
Mirabeau and all the revolutionary giants were 
evoked; Percy M: whom I met some years 
after in Winchester Gaol and again in Penton- 
ville; and these three, like Tochatti, are 
intransigeants. 

Tochatto was no saint. He could lose his 
temper—a pretty fiery one; spit out some 
sounding oaths; be very bitter and sarcastic; 
but he never sold out. I should not say that 
no man of his time or circle did more than him, 
but rather, no man of his time and circle did 
as much to uphold and propagate the ideal of 
Liberty. Earth, lie lightly on him. RP, 
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FREEDOM—THROUGH ANARCHISM, 23rd MARCH, 1946. 


The “Palestine Problem”— | Militarism 
Oil, Military Bases. 


HE “Palestine problem” can only be under- 
stood as a keypiece in an intricate diplo- 
matic game involving the high stakes of oil 
holdings, military bases, and trade expansion— 
three requisites for world economic competition. 
Here we see, from an analysis of the news, the 
pattern of manipulation and provocation behind 
the stories of “growing tension in the Middle 
East,” “tragic conflict of Jews and Arabs,” and 
“humanitarian considerations.” 

Essentially what has been happening is that 
the British are conducting a “war of nerves” on 
a large scale, in many ways analogous to that 
conducted by the Nazis in the Sudetenland. 
British tactics may be grouped in_ several 
categories picturing Palestine to the outside 
world as a “‘difficult problem” with Jewish-Arab 
violence about to break out at any moment; 
directly provoking Arabs to riot against Jews; 
directly provoking Jews to riot against Arabs 
or even British; indirect provocation of Jews 
by extreme repressive measures against immigra- 
tion and development of the Jewish economy. 
Immediate Objective: Arabs vs. Jews 

Attempts to give the impression of imminent 
violence began circulating around Palestine in 
early October. The Jerusalem correspondent of 
the New York Times wrote (20/10/45) “this 
city . . . has become a well-oiled rumour mill. 
Observers seeking clarity in the complex 
Palestinian question find they spend much of 
their time tracking down propaganda bubbles 
that disintegrate into nothingness.” In mid- 
October, the British Army established an 
information service for foreign correspondents 
in Palestine. As the left-wing Hebrew daily 
Mishmar put it (17/10/45): “This news (of the 
creation of a military information service) cannot 
but arouse astonishment. We are entitled to 
ask, what is the war His Maejsty’s Forces are 
waging in Palestine, concerning which ‘war 
communiques’ have now begun to be issued? 
. . . Is it perhaps in order to create the impres- 
sion that war is about to break out between 
‘the Jews and the Arabs’?” The pro-labour 
Arab weekly Al Itichad complained: ‘“These 
allegations of imminent disturbances in the 
country have not the least foundation in actual 
conditions here. . .” 

The British Government’s. news agencies also 
participated. Davar, official daily of the 
General Jewish Federation of Labour, reported 
(14/10/45): “In its news broadcast at 9 p.m., 
Palestine time, on the 12th of October, the 
B.B.C. stated that during the past twenty-four 
hours no further news had been received about 
clashes between Jews and Arabs in Palestine. 
Since the broadcast did not mention that during 
those same twenty-four hours there had been no 


looting of far more foreign-owned and Arab 
stores than Jewish ones, wrecking not only a 
synagogue but also. several churches, and 
attacking American troops who were being driven 
through the streets in trucks. Clifton Daniel 
writes from Cairo (N. Y. Times 3/11/45): “The 
violence was not so much a manifestation of 
anti-Zionism as it was that of using anti-Zionism 
as an excuse to steal, even from Egyptians, the 
shoes and clothing that the ragged victims of 
wartime inflation obviously need.’ (Compare 
the Harlem riot of 1943, where Negroes attacked 
only non-Negro stores.) 


Senator Brewster reported (Congressional 
Record 30/11/45) that the British “played the 
strangest part during the recent Tripoli dis- 
orders.” His explanation, substantiated by 
newspaper correspondents, is that the riots were 
instigated and abetted by the British. 

Examples of steps undertaken by the British 
to foment Arab uprisings against Jews reached 
the United States in dispatches of Constantine 
Poulos, Overseas News Agency correspondent. 
These measures differ in no way from those by 
which the British fomented the Arab riots of 
1921 (their role was later substantiated by the 
British Royal Commission sent to investigate 
Palestine disorders), and the recent affair in 
Tripoli, except that Palestine Arabs are no 
longer so readily fooled. 

Poulos reports (N. Y. Post 9/11/45) that a 
commander of one of the gangs prominent in 
the 1936 disturbances, who has been _ hiding, 
was reinstated by government authorities, to 
organize the Arabs in the area into an armed 
force for “resistance to Jewish aggression.” 
Assurances were given him that “‘all the financial 
aid, firearms and other necessary equipment 
would be forthcoming.” Recently a deputy 
inspector of the Palestine police visited an Arab 
village near Jerusalem and told the villagers that 
the Jews were preparing to attack them. He 
advised them to arm themselves. ‘The villagers 
did not stir, refusing to take the inspector 
seriously.” 

Of great these 


importance in exposing 


maneeuvres of the British, to both Jews and 
Arabs, is the Jewish underground radio. In a 
typical broadcast it charged that the Palestine 
government is trying to arrange attacks with 





Trade 


Arabs set against Jews and Jews against Arabs, 
so that “when the two peoples of Palestine fight, 
the British will enter the fray and prevail on 
both sides, punishing both sides, and appearing 
to play the role of impartial judge.”. The New 
York Post (10/11/45) carried the following 
dispatch: “On October 28th in an English- 
language broadcast, the underground radio 
accused the Field Security Section of the British 
Army in Palestine of training a specially selected 
group of men to carry out raids on Arab 
villages, disguised as members of Jewish settle- 
ments. The charge was based on information 
taken from the ‘topmost secret file’ of British 
Army headquarters, according to that broadcast. 
In the same broadcast it was charged that two 
concentration camps had been prepared in 
Cyrenaica—at Al Adam and Tabruk—to which 
mass deportations of the Jews of Palestine are 
to be made when necessary.” In Arabic broad- 
casts the radio constantly reiterated its policy 
of amity toward the Arabs. For example: ‘We 
do not want to drive off even one single Arab 
from Palestine. All we want is that the Arabs 
should not permit themselves to be _ incited 
against us.’ 
The War of Nerves 
Measures being taken directly against the Jews 
are on a somewhat different level. British 
objectives are two-fold: (1) to incite the Jews to 
(continued on p. 2) 


AMNESTY DEMAND 


At a meeting of the Sheffield Workers Open 
Forum, the following resolution was unanimously 
carried: 

“That the present Labour Government 
grant immediate amnesty to all Political and 
Military prisoners, now incarcerated and 
serving sentences under Wartime Rules and 
Regulations.” 

The Freedom Defence Committee asks 
workers’ organizations all over the country to 
discuss the urgent question of an Amnesty for 
wartime prisoners, and a repeal of wartime 
legislation, and to make their demands known 
both to their fellow workers and the Labour 
Government. 








THE professional soldiers of past centuries, 

who pocketed thé King’s shilling to eScape 
from a sordid homelife and “see the world,” 
are now as out of date as cannons and cavalry, 
There are, of course, still thoughtless and irres- 
ponsible young men from all classes, who drift 
into the army and sign on for a number of 
years; But nowadays the State that prepares 
for, or wages war, can no longer rely, as 
formerly, on a volunteer army of social misfits, 
however large. The entire nation must be con- 
scripted, either to help produce the destructive 
necessities of warfare, or to fill, and keep filled, 
the armed forces. 

Britain’s ‘“‘Socialist’”’ Government has announ- 
ced its intention of continuing to call-up youths 
of 18 into the forces or into the mines. An 
armed force of 1,500,000 must be maintained 
fully trained, so that Peace won’t run away! In 
the Government’s declaration there is shown dis- 
tressing lack of trust in that heroic band of 
globe-patchers, U.N.O. Have the British work- 
ers to lose their cake and pay for it, too—to 
support a parasite army and an expensive exhibi- 
tion of political wranglers? These puzzles and 
paradoxes are too deep for mere workers to 
question. Instead, let’s see what these con- 
scripted youngsters have to look forward to. 
What will be the results of training, discipline 
and military life? Here I shall try to show the 
effects of army existence on the average con- 
script and also prove that the resulting mentality, 
besides being injurious to the individual, con- 
stitutes a grave menace not only to society, as 
it is, but to all working class activity. 

The conscript soon discovers the army to be 
(like Death) a great leveller. He will see the 
ex-roadmender praised for accurate rifle drill, and 
the scholar and artist abused for their slowness 
in learning how to about-turn on the march. 
For the State is not concerned with technical in- 
tellectual or artistic abilities, if these cannot 
directly further the war-effort. It sees men 
solely as potential weapons of destruction. To 
kill and be killed is now their only use. How- 
ever the average conscript usually overlooks or 
does not realize these disturbing considerations. 
Perhaps his mind has already been inoculated 
with the hystirical propaganda pertaining to the 
national ideology. Or else, in the novelty of 
army life, free of the irksome responsibilities 
and routine of civilian life, the soldier is willing 
to accept his new status. If he has been a 
drudge, frittering his life away in the servitude 
of a workshop or an office—the slave of a ledger 
or an endless belt—he will find, at first, a relief 
in his new duties. The glamour of a uniform 
and the legends he hears about his regiment will 
render him susceptible to that particular condi- 
tion so beloved by commanders, called esprit de 
corps. If, on the other hand he has been a 
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Immediate Objective: Arabs vs. Jews 

Attempts to give the impression of imminent 
violence began circulating around Palestine in 
early October. The Jerusalem correspondent of 
the New York Times wrote (20/10/45) “this 
city . . . has become a well-oiled rumour mill. 
Observers seeking clarity in the complex 
Palestinian question find they spend much of 
their time tracking down propaganda bubbles 
that disintegrate into nothingness.” In mid- 
October, the British Army established an 
information service for foreign correspondents 
in Palestine. As the left-wing Hebrew daily 
Mishmar put it (17/10/45): “This news (of the 
creation of a military information service) cannot 
but arouse astonishment. We are entitled to 
ask, what is the war His Maejsty’s Forces are 
waging in Palestine, concerning which ‘war 
communiques’ have now begun to be issued? 
. . . Is it perhaps in order to create the impres- 
sion that war is about to break out between 
‘the Jews and the Arabs’?” The pro-labour 
Arab weekly Al Itichad complained: “These 
allegations of imminent disturbances in the 
country have not the least foundation in actual 
conditions here...” 

The British Government’s. news agencies also 
participated. Davar, official daily of the 
General Jewish Federation of Labour, reported 
(14/10/45): “In its news broadcast at 9 p.m., 
Palestine time, on the 12th of October, the 
B.B.C. stated that during the past twenty-four 
hours no further news had been received about 
clashes between Jews and Arabs in Palestine. 
Since the broadcast did not mention that during 
those same twenty-four hours there had been no 
news of clashes between the Flemish and 
Walloons in Belgium, or between the Italian- 
speaking and other inhabitants of Switzerland, it 
may be assumed that the persons responsible for 
compiling the B.B.C. news bulletins must have 
sat in their offices throughout those twenty-four 
hours waiting for a report to come in on a 
clash between Jews and Arabs in Palestine. 

“Tt can further be assumed that those people 
were not prompted by their intuition alone, but 
that someone had tipped them off and told them 
that such incidents could be expected at any 
moment. We did not know that the hand of 
provation—the hand of those who long for an 
outbreak of violence between Jews and Arabs— 
had stretched out as far as the news room of 
the B.B.C.” 

In the subsequent month, both press and radio 
gave the impression that the Near East is 
“seething with unrest” involving the imminence 
of violent conflict between Jews and Arabs in 
Palestine. 

The press dispatches on the rioting in Cairo 
and Alexandria headlined an anti-Zionist or anti- 
Jewish demonstration. But closer examination 
of eye-witness accounts reveals that while the 
parades and meetings organized by Arab League 
adherents provided the slogans and perhaps the 
first rationale for rioting, the mobs which par- 
ticipated utilized the opportunity to express their 
own hates and frustrations by discriminate 








IT WILL BE OUR TURN 
NEXT 
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These measures differ in no way from those by 
which the British fomented the Arab riots of 
1921 (their role was later substantiated by the 
British Royal Commission sent to investigate 
Palestine disorders), and the recent affair in 
Tripoli, except that Palestine Arabs are no 
longer so readily fooled. 

Poulos reports (N. Y. Post 9/11/45) that a 
commander of one of the gangs prominent in 
the 1936 disturbances, who has been hiding, 
was reinstated by government authorities, to 
organize the Arabs in the area into an armed 
force for “resistance to Jewish aggression.” 
Assurances were given him that “all the financial 
aid, firearms and other necessary equipment 
would be forthcoming.” Recently a deputy 
inspector of the Palestine police visited an Arab 
village near Jerusalem and told the villagers that 
the Jews were preparing to attack them. He 
advised them to arm themselves. ‘The villagers 
did not stir, refusing to take the inspector 
seriously.” 

Of great importance in exposing these 
manceuvres of the British, to both Jews and 
Arabs, is the Jewish underground radio. In a 
typical broadcast it charged that the Palestine 
government is trying to arrange attacks with 





from Palestine. All we want is that the Arabs 
should not permit themselves to be incited 
against us.’ 
The War of Nerves 
Measures being taken directly against the Jews 
are on a somewhat different level. British 
objectives are two-fold: (1) to incite the Jews to 
(continued on p. 2) 


AMNESTY DEMAND 


At a meeting of the Sheffield Workers Open 
Forum, the following resolution was unanimously 
carried: 

“That the present Labour Government 
grant immediate amnesty to all Political and 
Military prisoners, now incarcerated and 
serving sentences under Wartime Rules and 
Regulations.” 

The Freedom Defence Committee asks 
workers’ organizations all over the country to 
discuss the urgent question of an Amnesty for 
wartime prisoners, and a repeal of wartime 
legislation, and to make their demands known 
both to their fellow workers and the Labour 
Government. 





“Before 70,000 people including a number of the ruling Princes, the Aga Khan was to-day weighed 
against diamonds in the Brabourne Stadium. The scale balanced at 17 stone, 5 pounds, 8 ounces... 
Reuter's Bombay correspondent. 
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HANGMAN'S STRIKE 


The only serene person in Jamaica was 
Percival Rennett. a convicted murderer awaiting 





paradoxes are too deep for mere workers to 
question. Instead, let’s see what these con 
scripted youngsters have to look forward to. 
What will be the results of training, discipline 
and military life? Here I shall try to show the 
effects of army existence on the average con- 
script and also prove that the resulting mentality, 
besides being injurious to the individual, con- 
stitutes a grave menace not only to society, as 
it is, but to all working class activity. 

The conscript soon discovers the army to be 
(like Death) a great leveller. He will see the 
ex-roadmender praised for accurate rifle drill, and 
the scholar and artist abused for their slowness 
in learning how to about-turn on the march. 
For the State is not concerned with technical in- 
tellectual or artistic abilities, if these cannot 
directly further the war-effort. It sees men 
solely as potential weapons of destruction. To 
kill and be killed is now their only use. How- 
ever the average conscript usually overlooks or 
does not realize these disturbing considerations. 
Perhaps his mind has already been inoculated 
with the hystirical propaganda pertaining to the 
national ideology. Or else, in the novelty of 
army life, free of the irksome responsibilities 
and routine of civilian life, the soldier is willing 
to accept his new status. If he has been a 
drudge, frittering his life away in the servitude 
of a workshop or an office—the slave of a ledger 
or an endless belt—he will find, at first, a relief 
in his new duties. The glamour of a uniform 
and the legends he hears about his regiment will 
render him susceptible to that particular condi- 
tion so beloved by commanders, called esprit de 
corps. If, on the other hand he has been a 
skilled craftsman, a man of creative ability, 
loving his work, it goes without saying that he 
will take unfavourably to his new existence. 


Mental Effects of Army Life. 


The first two or three months the conscript 
spends in learning the fundamentals of his trade. 
Day after day he will be marched up and down 
on a parade-ground, performing certain actions 
with his legs, arms and head, with or without a 
rifle. This is primarily to inculcate unwavering 
obedience. Such drill, it may be noted, does not 
give keenness to the brain. On the contrary, the 
mind assumes a low, spiritless apathy, and in- 
stead of being the source of reason and the 
mechanism of judgment, it becomes no more 
than the passive conductor of another’s will, 
translating that into terms of automatic bodily 
actions. In despair, the mind tries to fasten 
upon some object or subject, to relieve the rigid 
monotony; but this, without disturbing the regu- 
larity of the drill, is impossible. Released after 
the day’s routine, the body flings itself wearily 
into a chair or bed. The brain too, inactive all 
day, still feels numbed, like the jaw when 
cocaine has been injected. Usually, the soldier 
falls into a deep dreamless sleep, to wake the 
next morning to the bitter realization of the time 
misspent the previous evening. In time, and in 
the company of his fellows, the conscript learns 
how to stupify himself, by means of drink, into 


HUMAN'S PRICE 


For the first time, the Russian-controlled 


parades ana MICCUMES OFBAMIZCO DY PAPA RSS 
adherents provided the slogans and perhaps the 
first rationale for rioting, the mobs which par- 
ticipated utilized the opportunity to express their 
own hates and frustrations by discriminate 








IT WILL BE OUR TURN 
NEXT 

Four thousand rats, goats and pigs will soon 
sail from a west coast Navy yard towards radio- 
active destruction and deadly fumes. They will 
be the “guinea pig crews” in the forthcoming 
U.S. Navy atom bomb tests in the Marshall 
Islands. 

The rats are white and have been chosen 
because they take up little room. 

The pigs were chosen because their skin 
approximates to the human skin. They will 
await their fate in the same positions which 
a human crew /would occupy in battle stations. 

There will be rats in the turrets on the deck, 
in the engine rooms, at the guns and on the 
bridge. The goats will be tethered among them. 

Some of the pigs will be dressed in Navy 
anti-flash suits and smeared with anti-flash 
lotion. Some will have new and _ secret 
protection. 

One human being, 46-year-old William 
Parker, of (Los Angeles, has offered to join the 
animals on the boat, but the Navy has declined 
the offer. 

Evening Standard, 8/3/46. 


Will men go to the slaughter as’ passively 
as pigs and rats? 


WHEN ROGUES FALL OUT! 


Earl Browder, the most well-known figure in 
the American Communist Party, has been ex- 
pelled “for a gross violation of Party discipline 
and decisions, for active opposition to the politi- 
cal line and leadership of the Party, for develop- 
ing factional activity, and for ‘betraying the 
principles of Marxism and Leninism and desert- 
ing to the side of the class enemy—American 
monopoly capitalism.” Short of making off 
with the money from the Party till, Browder 
seems to have made a pretty thorough job of it. 

Tribune never had any particular respect for 
Browder, but the case has its comic side. Early 
in 1944, Browder came out with a full-blooded 
programme of collaboration with American 
capitalism and complete desertion from the prin- 
ciples of Socialism. At the same time the 
American Communist Party was dissolved. 

Approximately a year later, a long article by 
Jacques Duclos, the French Communist leader, 
appeared in the American Daily Worker, de- 
nouncing the Browder line. It was introduced 
by a grovelling apology from Browder himself, 
and shortly afterwards the Communist Party was 
re-formed, while the “entire national leadership” 
assumed “a heavy responsibility for the errors.” 

Tribune 
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"Before 70,000 people including a number of the ruling Princes, the Aga Khan was to-day weighed 
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against diamonds in the Brabourne Stadium. The scale balanced at !7 stone, 5 pounds, 8 ounces... 


BAYONETS INSTEAD OF 
BREAD 


Speedier call-up of men for the Army and a 
slight temporary slowing down of demobilisation 
may be direct results of the Cabinet’s decision 
not to send more food to Germany. 

Military authorities say no risk must be taken 
in dealing with possible civil disorder. 


Daily Express, 1/3/46. 


Reuter's Bombay correspondent. 


HANGMAN'S STRIKE 


The only serene person in Jamaica was 
Percival Bennett, a convicted murderer awaiting 
execution in St. Catherine prison. His sentence 
had been commuted to life imprisonment, after 
the hangman had answered Norman Manley’s 
strike call. 


Time, U.S.A., 4/3/46. 
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next morning to the bitter realization of the time 
misspent the previous evening. In time, and in 
the company of his fellows, the conscript learns 
how to stupify himself, by means of drink, into 


HUMAN'S PRICE 


For the first time, the Russian-controlled 
Berlin Radio broadcast commercials. ‘Typical 
plug last week: “We will find your bombed- 
out relatives for 50 marks.” 

Time, U.S.A., 4/3/46, 





Through the Press 





OBVIOUSLY MACLEANED 


In the Soviet Union last week the House of 
Fashion, under the watchful eye of Textile Ser- 
vice Commissar Dora Moisseyna Khazan, was 
ready with its first post-war collection of 274 
models. 


Following Stalin’s orders, new fashions are 
chic, approximating to Paris styles. Reason, 
Red Army men returning from the outside world 
no longer appreciate homely, stodgy, utility 
Russian fashions. 

Most noticeable are high collars, martingale 
epaulettes, and short skirts. Evening dresses for 
the wives of technicians, politicians and film 
stars are sober, low cut, but chaste. Dinner 
dresses feature balloon sleeves. Men’s fashions 
include battle-type blouses and caps. 


Procurable only by the rich are perfumes, 
Most popular brand: a  chypre-type scent 
called “Stalin’s Breath.” 

News Review, 14/3/46. 


SYMBOLISM IN PICTURES 


Some Berliners must have been struck this 
week by a curious sight in the Charlottenburger 
Chaussee, near the Brandenburg Tor, where all 
military parades and victory marches used to 
take place. 


Near the newly-erected Soviet victory 
memorial three very big portraits of President 
Truman, Marshal Stalin, and Mr. Churchill 
were displayed until recently. 


But for more than a week now only two 
portraits have been left there, those of Mr. 
Truman and Mr. Churchill. They are separated 
from one another by a big gap in the middle 
of the board where Stalin’s portrait was 
displayed. 

The Observer, 10/3/46. 


THE CONQUERORS 


Chinese in North China fear and resent 
American troops stationed in their country, 
according to Robert P. Martin, New York Post 
foreign correspondent, and this state of mind 
has resulted from American brutalities. Ameri- 
can M.P.’s have frequently used the ugly little 
batons which they carry. 

Every night in Tientsin, Peiping and Tsingtao 
the shattered bodies of Chinese killed by 
American trucks and jeeps are dragged from 
the streets. 

Chinese police are empowered to hold Ameti- 
can drivers involved in such accidents, but they 
are usually bribed from such action with folding 
money. 

Emil J. Nelsky, a Russian doctor famed for 
his work among the poverty-stricken of Tientsin, 
became involved in an altercation with three 
Marines who knocked him down, kicked and 
beat him until he died, the correspondent said. 
The Conscientious Objector, U.S.A., Feb. 1946. 
Whenever there are occupation armies we 
find the same picture of brutality and 
corruption. The only answer is “NO 


MORE WARS”. 
PROSPERITY . . . FOR CITY 


Mr. Attlee’s prosperity challenge in the 
House of Commons on Wednesday stimulated 
City share markets yesterday. 

Government securities were in particularly 
good demand, and Local Loans, “‘barometer of 
Government credit,” crossed £100 for the first 
time since 1908. Old Consols were also a strong 
market, rising 7s. 6d. to £934. 

An early announcement of a new Government 
loan, on terms which will further stimulate 
gilt-edged securities, is now confidently expected 


in the City, 
Daily Herald, 1/3/46. 





SHOCKING FIGURES 


Invalidings from the Navy due to pulmonary 
tuberculosis during the first six calendar years 
of war were nearly 10 times the number of 
invalidings due to that disease during the last 
five calendar years of peace. 

The actual figures were: 1934-8, 836; 1940-5, 
8,039. t 

Despite heavy combat casualties, the T.B. 
percentage of total invalidings dropped during 
the war only 3.1 per cent—from 16.9 to 13.8. 

It is a serious indictment of naval conditions 
—and one that supports the growing campaign 
against them—that in a war when shipping 
losses were one of our greatest anxieties nearly 
14 out of every 100 disabled men owed their 
disablement to this disease. Reveille, 9/2/46, 


Which reminds me that one of the arguments 
used by the Labour Party to reject the Com- 
munists’ desire for affiliation was the about-face 
of the Communists in their attitude to the war. 

Reveille, 23/2/46. 


EVEN LAWYERS ARE BORED 


A group of British lawyers and reporters met 
the other day in the cafeteria of the Nuremberg 
Palace of Justice during the lunch recess at the 
war criminals’ trial. 

Said one reporter gloomily: ‘We ought to 
hoist a flag over the courthouse when we have 
beaten the Belsen duration record.” (The 
Belsen trial lasted 13 weeks). 

“My dear fellow,” retorted a lawyer, “by 
the time this trial is over Belsen will seem to 
have been as short as an undefended divorce 
suit!’ 

There is one interminable topic of conversation 
among those attending the trial: When will it 
end? 

Before the trial began on November 20th last, 
it was stated that the prosecution’s case would 
be completed in six weeks. That was nearly 
13 weeks ago, and the prosecution have not 





FREEDOM—THROUGH ANARCHISM, 23rd MARCH, 1946. 


lestine Problem ”— | Militarism 


itary Eases, 


oting of far more foreign-owned and Arab 
ores than Jewish ones, wrecking not only a 
magogue but also several churches, and 
tacking American troops who were being driven 
rough the streets in trucks. Clifton Daniel 
rites from Cairo (N. Y. Times 3/11/45): “The 
iolence was not so much a manifestation of 
iti-Zionism as it was that of using anti-Zionism 
} an excuse to steal, even from Egyptians, the 
woes and clothing that the ragged victims of 
artime inflation obviously need.” (Compare 
1¢ Harlem riot of 1943, where Negroes attacked 
nly non-Negro stores.) 


Senator Brewster reported (Congressional 
‘cord 30/11/45) that the British “played the 
irangest part during the recent Tripoli dis- 
rders.”’ His explanation, substantiated by 
ewspaper correspondents, is that the riots were 
istigated and abetted by the British. 

Examples of steps undertaken by the British 
) foment Arab uprisings against Jews reached 
1c United States in dispatches of Constantine 
‘oulos, Overseas News Agency correspondent. 
‘hese measures differ in no way from those by 
hich the British fomented the Arab riots of 
921 (their role was later substantiated by the 
iritish Royal Commission sent to investigate 
‘alestine disorders), and the recent affair in 
‘ripoli, except that Palestine Arabs are no 
ynger so readily fooled. 

Poulos reports (N. Y. Post 9/11/45) that a 
ommander of one of the gangs prominent in 
he 1936 disturbances, who has been _ hiding, 
yas reinstated by government authorities, to 
rganize the Arabs in the area into an armed 
orce for “resistance to Jewish aggression.” 
\ssurances were given him that “all the financial 
id, firearms and other necessary equipment 
vould be forthcoming.” Recently a deputy 
nspector of the Palestine police visited an Arab 
illage near Jerusalem and told the villagers that 
he Jews were preparing to attack them. He 
idvised them to arm themselves. “The villagers 
lid not stir, refusing to take the inspector 
eriously.” 

Of great importance in exposing these 
yanceuvres of the British, to both Jews and 
\vabs, is the Jewish underground radio. In a 
ypical broadcast it charged that the Palestine 
sovernment is trying to arrange attacks with 








Trade 


Arabs set against Jews and Jews against Arabs, 
so that “when the two peoples of Palestine fight, 
the British will enter the fray and prevail on 
both sides, punishing both sides, and appearing 
to play the role of impartial judge.”. The New 
York Post (10/11/45) carried the following 
dispatch: “On October 28th in an English- 
language broadcast, the underground radio 
accused the Field Security Section of the British 
Army in Palestine of training a specially selected 
group of men to carry out raids on Arab 
villages, disguised as members of Jewish settle- 
ments. The charge was based on information 
taken from the ‘topmost secret file’ of British 
Army headquarters, according to that broadcast. 
In the same broadcast it was charged that two 
concentration camps had been prepared in 
Cyrenaica—at Al Adam and Tabruk—to which 
mass deportations of the Jews of Palestine are 
to be made when necessary.” In Arabic broad- 
casts the radio constantly reiterated its policy 
of amity toward the Arabs. For example: “We 
do not want to drive off even one single Arab 
from Palestine. All we want is that the Arabs 
should not permit themselves to be incited 
against us.’ 
The War of Nerves 
Measures being taken directly against the Jews 
are on a somewhat different level. British 
objectives are two-fold: (1) to incite the Jews to 
(continued on p. 2) 


AMNESTY DEMAND 


At a meeting of the Sheffield Workers Open 
Forum, the following resolution was unanimously 
carried: 

“That the present Labour Government 
grant immediate amnesty to all Political and 
Military prisoners, now incarcerated and 
serving sentences under Wartime Rules and 
Regulations.” 

The Freedom Defence Committee asks 
workers’ organizations all over the country to 
discuss the urgent question of an Amnesty for 
wartime prisoners, and a repeal of wartime 
legislation, and to make their demands known 
both to their fellow workers and the Labour 
Government. 











THE professional soldiers of past centuries, 

who pocketéd the King’s shilling to eScape 
from a sordid homelife and ‘“‘seé the world,” 
are now as out of date as cannons and cavalry. 
There are, of course, still thoughtless and irres- 
ponsible young men from all classes, who drift 
into the army and sign on for a number of 
years. But nowadays the State that prepares 
for, or wages war, can no longer rely, as 
formerly, on a volunteer army of social misfits, 
however large. The entire nation must be con- 
scripted, either to help produce the destructive 
necessities of warfare, or to fill, and keep filled, 
the armed forces. 

Britain’s “Socialist”? Government has announ- 
ced its intention of continuing to call-up youths 
of 18 into the forces or into the mines. An 
armed force of 1,500,000 must be maintained 
fully trained, so that Peace won’t run away! In 
the Government’s declaration there is shown dis- 
tressing lack of trust in that heroic band of 
globe-patchers, U.N.O. Have the British work- 
ers to lose their cake and pay for it, too—to 
support a parasite army and an expensive exhibi- 
tion of political wranglers? These puzzles and 
paradoxes are too deep for mere workers to 
question. Instead, let’s see what these con- 
scripted youngsters have to look forward to. 
What will be the results of training, discipline 
and military life? Here I shall try to show the 
effects of army existence on the average con- 
script and also prove that the resulting mentality, 
besides being injurious to the individual, con- 
stitutes a grave menace not only to society, as 
it is, but to all working class activity. 

The conscript soon discovers the army to be 
(like Death) a great leveller. He will see the 
ex-roadmender praised for accurate rifle drill, and 
the scholar and artist abused for their slowness 
in learning how to about-turn on the march. 
For the State is not concerned with technical in- 
tellectual or artistic abilities, if these cannot 
directly further the war-effort. It sees men 
solely as potential weapons of destruction. To 
kill and be killed is now their only use. How- 
ever the average conscript usually overlooks or 
does not realize these disturbing considerations. 
Perhaps his mind has already been inoculated 
with the hystirical propaganda pertaining to the 
national ideology. Or else, in the novelty of 
army life, free of the irksome responsibilities 
and routine of civilian life, the soldier is willing 
to accept his new status. If he has been a 
drudge, frittering his life away in the servitude 
of a workshop or an office—the slave of a ledger 
or an endless belt—he will find, at first, a relief 
in his new duties. The glamour of a uniform 
and the legends he hears about his regiment will 
render him susceptible to that particular condi- 
tion so beloved by commanders, called esprit de 
corps. If, on the other hand he has been a 
skilled craftsman, a man of creative ability, 
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a brief forgetfulness of the conditions he by now 
thoroughly detests. 

The mind is not only degraded. It is brutals 
ized. Such “arts” as bayonet-practice, grenade- 
throwing, machine-gunning, unarmed combat; 
etc., are taught, and it is an unfortunate truth 
that these practices may even become pleasurable 
to our average conscript. The réasons for this 
are not obscure. It is probable that the in- 
security arid frustration of life in the capitalist 
state plants deep in men’s minds a desire to 
be revenged, to assert themselves destructively, 
and in wartime they are able to make the men 
of other nations the scapegoats for the crushing 


& Mentality 


sins of their own system of existence. Our new 
conscripts mind, of course, will have already 
been brutalized and accustomed to horror, by his 
childhood and youthful experiences in war. 

The mind of the soldier is further devitalised 
by the numerous petty and irrational rules and 
regulations which tend to freeze all personal 
initiative. All spontaniety and self-assertion are 
suppressed. As a result, when no orders are 
issued (for some unforeseen reason) the regimen- 
tal work is at a standstill and important jobs 
are left undone. The men, of course, know what 
ought to be done but they only shrug their 
shoulders. “We have been given no orders”, 
they say in self-justification. One can under- 
stand why a regimented nation like Germany 
should find its social life and initiative paralyzed 
at the breakdown or weakening of the central 
authorities. The people have been motivated for 
so long like puppets, on the strings of dictator- 
ship, that they cannot now move spontaneously 
out of their present chaos. The army turns out 
socially crippled mentalities like this by the 
million: all this in the name of “‘good order and 
military discipline”. 

After years of such treatment, is it small 
wonder that conscripts, particularly those already 
ignorant and irresponsible, should become de- 
moralized, either violent and destructive like the 
system that represses them, or apathetic and 
dead to everything but the escapism offered 
through drink and women? A young conscript 
with whom I talked recently, told me how he 
would enjoy being in Indonesia “with his 
chums’’. 

“But supposing you were ordered to burn 
down native villages,’ I asked, “What would you 
do then?” 

“Oh, that would be good fun,” he replied, and 
he was not joking. 

This is just one instance of the anti-social 
effects of militarism, which produces those very 
elements that tend to destroy all the good in- 
fluences of social life—the elements of apathy, 
irresponsibility, sadism, hatred, distrust and: ser- 
vility. It cannot be too strongly stressed that 
these neurotic and repressed products of regi- 
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against us. 
The War of Nerves 
Measures being taken directly against the Jews 
are on a somewhat different level. British 
objectives are two-fold: (1) to incite the Jews to 
(continued on p. 2) 


AMNESTY DEMAND 


At a meeting of the Sheffield Workers Open 
Forum, the following resolution was unanimously 
carried: 

“That the present Labour Government 
grant immediate amnesty to all Political and 
Military prisoners, now incarcerated and 
serving sentences under Wartime Rules and 
Regulations.” 

The Freedom Defence Committee asks 
workers’ organizations all over the country to 
discuss the urgent question of an Amnesty for 
wartime prisoners, and a repeal of wartime 
legislation, and to make their demands known 
both to their fellow workers and the Labour 
Government. 
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"Before 70,000 people including a number of the ruling Princes, the Aga Khan was to-day weighed 
inst diamonds in the Brabourne Stadium. The scale balanced at I7 stone, 5 pounds, 8 ounces... 


Reuter's Bombay correspondent. 





SCTIPLCG YOUTIRSLCTS BaVe tO lOOKR LOPWaAra LO, 
What will be the results of training, discipline 
and military life? Here I shall try to show the 
effects of army existence on the average con- 
script and also prove that the resulting mentality, 
besides being injurious to the individual, con- 
stitutes a grave menace not only to society, as 
it is, but to all working class activity. 

The conscript soon discovers the army to be 
(like Death) a great leveller. He will see the 
ex-roadmender praised for accurate rifle drill, and 
the scholar and artist abused for their slowness 
in learning how to about-turn on the march. 
For the State is not concerned with technical in- 
tellectual or artistic abilities, if these cannot 
directly further the war-effort. It sees men 
solely as potential weapons of destruction. To 
kill and be killed is now their only use. How- 
ever the average conscript usually overlooks or 
does not realize these disturbing considerations. 
Perhaps his mind has already been inoculated 
with the hystirical propaganda pertaining to the 
national ideology. Or else, in the novelty of 
army life, free of the irksome responsibilities 
and routine of civilian life, the soldier is willing 
to accept his new status. If he has been a 
drudge, frittering his life away in the servitude 
of a workshop or an office—the slave of a ledger 
or an endless belt—he will find, at first, a relief 
in his new duties. The glamour of a uniform 
and the legends he hears about his regiment will 
render him susceptible to that particular condi- 
tion so beloved by commanders, called esprit de 
corps. If, on the other hand he has been a 
skilled craftsman, a man of creative ability, 
loving his work, it goes without saying that he 
will take unfavourably to his new existence. 


Mental Effects of Army Life. 


The first two or three months the conscript 
spends in learning the fundamentals of his trade. 
Day after day he will be marched up and down 
on a parade-ground, performing certain actions 
with his legs, arms and head, with or without a 
rifle. This is primarily to inculcate unwavering 
obedience. Such drill, it may be noted, does not 
give keenness to the brain. On the contrary, the 
mind assumes a low, spiritless apathy, and in- 
stead of being the source of reason and the 
mechanism of judgment, it becomes no more 
than the passive conductor of another’s will, 
translating that into terms of automatic bodily 
actions. In despair, the mind tries to fasten 
upon some object or subject, to relieve the rigid 
monotony; but this, without disturbing the regu- 
larity of the drill, is impossible. Released after 
the day’s routine, the body flings itself wearily 
into a chair or bed. The brain too, inactive all 
day, still feels numbed, like the jaw when 
cocaine has been injected. Usually, the soldier 
falls into a deep dreamless sleep, to wake the 
next morning to the bitter realization of the time 
misspent the previous evening. In time, and in 
the company of his fellows, the conscript learns 
how to stupify himself, by means of drink, into 


ought to be done but they only shrug their 
shoulders. “We have been given no orders”, 
they say in self-justification. One can under- 
stand why a regimented nation like Germany 
should find its social life and initiative paralyzed 
at the breakdown or weakening of the central 
authorities. The people have been motivated for 
so long like puppets, on the strings of dictator- 
ship, that they cannot now move spontaneously 
out of their present chaos. The army turns out 
socially crippled mentalities like this by the 
million: all this in the name of “good order and 
military discipline”. 

After years of such treatment, is it small 
wonder that conscripts, particularly those already 
ignorant and irresponsible, should become de- 
moralized, either violent and destructive like the 
system that represses them, or apathetic and 
dead to everything but the escapism offered 
through drink and women? A young conscript 
with whom I talked recently, told me how he 
would enjoy being in Indonesia “with his 
chums”. 

“But supposing you were ordered to burn 
down native villages,” I asked, “What would you 
do then?” 

“Oh, that would be good fun,” he replied, and 
he was not joking. 

This is just one instance of the anti-social 
effects of militarism, which produces those very 
elements that tend to destroy all the good in- 
fluences of social life—the elements of apathy, 
irresponsibility, sadism, hatred, distrust and: ser- 
vility. It cannot be too strongly stressed that 
these neurotic and repressed products of regi- 
mentation are easily captivated by politicians 
(especially of the Mosley type) whose shallow 
logic and grandiose promises appeal to their 
sterile mentalities. Thus it is that working- 
class activities have so often found a foe, and 
fascism an ally, in the armed forces, not only 
because these are State forces, and amenable to 
unquestioning discipline, but because the military 
mind most readily responds to a chauvinistic 
philosophy. Witness the armies of France 
(1871), Spain (1936), Greece (1944), etc. In- 
deed all State armies, however “democratic” in 
name are necessarily fascist in structure, and 
produce the irresponsible and irrational type of 
young man who, (without thinking of asking 
“why?” will commit all kinds of atrocities and 
even take a low animal pleasure in doing so. 

Society will continue and grow worse in its 
sick neurotic condition, unless the workers wake 
up to the realization of the causes. The ideal 
state (promised but never produced by politi- 
cians) will only come about with the abolition of 
conscription and the cessation of regimentation 
in every sphere of life—that is, by the over- 
throw of the capitalist state and the establish- 
ment of anarchist communities. No army will 
be needed, or would be used for this job: only 
the concerted action of the workers themselves 
can accomplish the revolution. 


IVOR DEAS. 








YONETS INSTEAD OF 
EAD 


eedier call-up of men for the Army and a 
{ temporary slowing down of demobilisation 
be direct results of the Cabinet's decision 
io send more food to Germany, 


HANGMAN'S STRIKE 


The only serene person in Jamaica was 
Percival Bennett, a convicted murderer awaiting 
execution in St. Catherine prison. His sentence 
had been commuted to life imprisonment, after 


HUMAN'S PRICE 


For the first time, the Russian-controlled 
Berlin Radio broadcast commercials. Typical 


mine leet waak: {Wea will Aad. wour hamhed. 


finished yet. 

The defence is expected to open early next 
month. How long that will last is anyone’s 
guess. , 

On an average of one week for each prisoner 
(between them they are calling at least 80 
witnesses) the defence will last five months. 


_———— 


"Before 70,000 people including a number of the ruling Princes, the Aga Khan was to-day weighed 
against diamonds in the Brabourne Stadium. The scale balanced at 17 stone, 5 pounds, 8 ounces... 


Reuter's Bombay correspondent. 


next morning to the bitter realization of the time 
misspent the previous evening. In time, and in 
the company of his fellows, the conscript learns 
how to stupify himself, by means of drink, into 


be needed, or would be used for Uns jod, Only 
the concerted action of the workers themselves 


can accomplish the revolution. 
IVOR DEAS. 








BAYONETS INSTEAD OF 
BREAD 


Speedier call-up of men for the Army and a 
light temporary slowing down of demobilisation 
may be direct results of the Cabinet’s decision 
not to send more food to Germany. 

Military authorities say no risk must be taken 
n dealing with possible civil disorder, 


Daily Express, 1/3/46. 


HANGMAN'S STRIKE 


The only serene person in Jamaica was 
Percival Bennett, a convicted murderer awaiting 
execution in St. Catherine prison. His sentence 
had been commuted to life imprisonment, after 
the hangman had answered Norman Manley’s 
strike call. 


Time, U.S.A., 4/3/46. 


HUMAN'S PRICE 


For the first time, the Russian-controlled 
Berlin Radio broadcast commercials. Typical 
plug last week: “We will find your bombed- 
out relatives for 50 marks.” 

Time, U.S.A., 4/3/46. 





Through the Press 





OBVIOUSLY MACLEANED 


In the Soviet Union last week the House of 
fashion, under the watchful eye of Textile Ser- 
vice Commissar Dora Moisseyna Khazan, was 
ready with its first post-war collection of 274 
nodels. 


Following Stalin’s orders, new fashions are 
hic, approximating to Paris styles. Reason, 
Red Army men returning from the outside world 
no longer appreciate homely, stodgy, utility 
Russian fashions. 

Most noticeable are high collars, martingale 
spaulettes, and short skirts. Evening dresses for 
the wives of technicians, politicians and film 
stars are sober, low cut, but chaste. Dinner 
dresses feature balloon sleeves. Men’s fashions 
include battle-type blouses and caps. 


Procurable only by the rich are perfumes. 
Most popular brand: a  chypre-type scent 
called “Stalin’s Breath.” 

News Review, 14/3/46. 


SYMBOLISM IN PICTURES 


Some Berliners must have been struck this 
week by a curious sight in the Charlottenburger 
Chaussee, near the Brandenburg Tor, where all 
military parades and victory marches used to 
take place. 


Near the newly-erected Soviet victory 
memorial three very big portraits of President 
Truman, Marshal Stalin, and Mr. Churchill 
were displayed until recently. 


But for more than a week now only two 
portraits have been left there, those of Mr. 
Truman and Mr. Churchill. They are separated 
from one another by a big gap in the middle 
of the board where Stalin’s portrait was 
displayed. 

The Observer, 10/3/46. 


THE CONQUERORS 


Chinese in North China fear and resent 
American troops stationed in their country, 
according to Robert P. Martin, New York -Post 
foreign correspondent, and this state of mind 
has resulted from American brutalities. Ameri- 
can M.P.’s have frequently used the ugly little 
batons which they carry. 

Every night in Tientsin, Peiping and Tsingtao 
the shattered bodies of Chinese killed by 
American trucks and jeeps are dragged from 
the streets. 

Chinese police are empowered to hold Ameri- 
can drivers involved in such accidents, but they 
are usually bribed from such action with folding 
money. 

Emil J. Nelsky, a Russian doctor famed for 
his work among the poverty-stricken of Tientsin, 
became involved in an altercation with three 
Marines who knocked him down, kicked and 
beat him until he died, the correspondent said. 
The Conscientious Objector, U.S.A., Feb. 1946. 
Whenever there are occupation armies we 
find the same picture of brutality and 
corruption. The only answer is “NO 


MORE WARS”. 
PROSPERITY . . . FOR CITY 


Mr. Attlee’s prosperity challenge in the 
House of Commons on Wednesday stimulated 
City share markets yesterday. 

Government securities were in particularly 
good demand, and Local Loans, “barometer of 
Government credit,” crossed £100 for the first 
time since 1908. Old Consols were also a strong 
market, rising 7s. 6d. to £934. 

An early announcement of a new Government 
loan, on terms which will further stimulate 
gilt-edged securities, is now confidently expected 


in the City, 
Daily Herald, 1/3/46. 





SHOCKING FIGURES 


Invalidings from the Navy due to pulmonary 
tuberculosis during the first six calendar years 
of war were nearly 10 times the number of 
invalidings due to that disease during the last 
five calendar years of peace. 

A berg actual figures were: 1934-8, 836; 1940-5, 
3039. ' 

Despite heavy combat casualties, the T.B. 
percentage of total invalidings dropped during 
the war only 3.1 per cent—from 16.9 to 13.8. 

It is a serious indictment of naval conditions 
—and one that supports the growing campaign 
against them—that in a war when shipping 
losses were one of our greatest anxieties nearly 
14 out of every 100 disabled men owed their 
disablement to this disease. Reveille, 9/2/46. 


Which reminds me that one of the arguments 
used by the Labour Party to reject the Com- 
munists’ desire for affiliation was the about-face 
of the Communists in their attitude to the war. 

Reveille, 23/2/46. 


EVEN LAWYERS ARE BORED 


A group of British lawyers and reporters met 
the other day in the cafeteria of the Nuremberg 
Palace of Justice during the lunch recess at the 
war criminals’ trial. 

Said one reporter gloomily: “We ought to 
hoist a flag over the courthouse when we have 
beaten the Belsen duration record.” (The 
Belsen trial lasted 13 weeks). 

“My dear fellow,’ retorted a lawyer, “by 
the time this trial is over Belsen will seem to 
have been as short as an undefended divorce 
suit!” 

There is one interminable topic of conversation 
among those attending the trial: When will it 
end? 

Before the trial began on November 20th last, 
it was stated that the prosecution’s case would 
be completed in six weeks. That was nearly 
13 weeks ago, and the prosecution have not 


finished yet. 

The defence is expected to open early next 
month. How long that will last is anyone’s 
guess. 

On an average of one week for each prisoner 
(between them they are calling at least 80 
witnesses) the defence will last five months. 
And after that there will be interminable 
speeches. 
If they don’t hurry up the next war for 


freedom will start before they get their 
inevitable conviction! 


STALIN MIT UNS! 


Fearing that the discontent of the Russian 
masses might be used as a basis for a coup 
detat by one of the Generals, their names are 
not mentioned and victory is praised as Stalin’s 
and the Party’s work. Beria for instance said 
in his speech: 

“The brilliant military operations at Moscow, 
at Stalingrad, in the Caucasus, at Kursk, Orel, 
and many others, the heroic defence of Lenin- 
grad, the crushing of the German defences... 
and the rout of the Japanese Army, constitute 
a graphic illustration ‘of Comrade Stalin’s 
brilliant abilities as a military leader. Comrade 
Stalin persdnally directed the mobilization of 
the Soviet rear, personally re-equipped the Red 
Army with new weapons in the course of the 
war, and was in personal charge of the training 
of reserves for the Red Army, and the plans 
for the various individual fronts, were worked 
out under the personal direction of Comrade 
Stalin. Comrade Stalin was in charge of all 
operational manceuvres in the Great Patriotic 


War!” 
The Cail, U.S.A., 18/2/46. 


It it obviously thanks to his God-like 
qualities that Comrade Stalin can be at all 
places at all times. We explain our 
victories by the fact that God was with us 
it would probably be truer to say that it 
was Stalin who was with us. 


SELF-GLAMOUR 


Mr. Churchill, sitting in Washington for his 
first painted portrait in 31 years, intends to be 
remembered as the man with a relatively trim 
waistline. He himself touched up the portrait. 
The British-born artist, Douglas Chandor, who 
is doing the portrait, tells the story thus: 

Churchill stepped over to inspect my work. 
“I think you might cut me in here at the waist 
a bit,” he said. 

Then Churchill took the brush and whittled 
down his painted girth and he touched up his 


jawline. 
Evening Standard, 12/3/46. 
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Letfers to the Editors 


Peace Time Conscription 


To the Editors of “Freedom”. 
Dear Editors, 

I was pleased to see Preston Clements’s article 
on the gradually increasing attempt to enforce 
peace-time conscription on a reluctant public. 
As he so rightly says, it is obvious, in this 
atomic age, that a huge army is not required for 
any new war which might break out. Indeed, 
the whole tendency of the age, if the forecasts 
of the use of the atomic bomb are in any way 
correct, is for a small army (and air force) of 
experts, which could, if needed, wipe out a mass 
opposition quite easily. The only possible rea- 
son for the existence of big armed forces to-day 
is to make all of us. obedient robots, calmly 
obeying orders from above. Apart from the 
actual existence of a large number of men under 
arms, there is the fact that peace-time conscrip- 
tion will make all young men spend a year or 
two years in an organisation which makes the 
automatic obedience of orders a virtue. 

I feel (and I am sure that many others share 
my feeling) that this is an issue which is broader 
than most. There are many in other political 
organisations—e.g., Peace Pledge Union, I.L.P., 
Common Wealth—with which readers of Free- 
dom would not generally be in agreement, but 
who would be prepared to co-operate in a fight 
against conscription. I do not know whether 
you would call this a suitable ground for co- 
operation, but I feel that if we could get a 
united front, including people like Alex Comfort, 
George Orwell, Herbert Read, Middleton Murry, 
Fenner Brockway, C. E. M. Joad, etc., we might 
be able to do somethting. After all, there must 
be a limit to what the government is prepared 
to do in defiance of the desires of the majority 
of the people. And if a firm enough stand be 
taken by enough people, surely there is at any 
rate a chance of getting somewhere. I hope that 
you will be able to find room for this letter, 
since I feel that this is one of the most urgent 
issues of the day. I write as the father of a 
small son (now aged two) whom I have no 
desire to see regimented and controlled. 


Fraternally yours, 
JOHN ROWLAND. 
Radlett, Herts. 
March 11th, 1946. 


RELINQUISH ALL HOPE? 


Everyone seems to expect another war in the 
near future—and no one seems to be exerting 
themselves to prevent it. The politicians have 
failed lamentably (as we know they must, but 
in a shorter time than I expected). All’ the 
nations are now piling up armaments again. An 
American general has asked Congress for 400,000 


men to operate a fleet of jet-propelled atomic 
, eee ae 
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It is as if the whole world were Dante’s Hell, 
with “Relinquish all hope, ye who enter here” 
written across it. Yet perhaps I exaggerate. 
After all, it is only by losing confidence and 
finding their hopes have crumbled in one quarter, 
that people will transfer their hopes and trust 
to another quarter. Let us hope that the ulti- 
mate transfer of hope and trust will be to and 
in themselves, and themselves alone. 
CTs, 


WASTE OF FOOD IN THE ARMY. 


I sincerely hope you publish the following 
letter as it is a thing which people not in the 
forces ought to know about. Whilst conditions 
in Europe are getting from bad to worse, it is 
interesting to note the amount of food being 
wasted in several camps I have been to. The 
food in most camp cannot be eaten owing to 
the way it is cooked, with the consequence about 
a third finds its way into the ever-filling bins. 

In the camp I am now there is a great abun- 
dance of food of which most of the men take 
more than they can eat. 

The very men who say that Britain can’t 
afford food for Europe and that anyway they 
should starve, as if feeding Europe has anything 
to do with stopping them from re-arming. 

I have seen second helpings of porridge re- 
fused with the excuse that they would be taking 
another man’s rations—not ten minutes later the 
taps of the large cauldrons in which it is cooked 
were turned on and the porridge oozed away 
down the drains. 

The picture of skin-covered bones on one side 
of the scale—hardly human beings—abundance 
of food on the other must not go on if a true 
sense of freedom is to be aimed at and main- 
tained. 

Although the ordinary workers does not see 
more than his ration, there is a great abundance 
of food in spite of what anyone says. 

B.M.C.M. 





THE WISDOM OF ORD! 


Lesson of the Peckham Exp 


“Tt is extraordinary what a lot of wisdom 
and common sense exists in ordinary 
people’*—This was the main theme of a 
lecture given .at 8, Endsleigh Gardens, 
London, W.C.1. on March t1oth by Dr. G. 
Scott Williamson, founder of the Peckham 
Health Centre. Dr. Williamson explained 
how the experiment was started by a group 
of biologists who wanted to study human 
behaviour. In order to be able to draw 
valid conclusions it was necessary that they 
should observe human beings who were 
free—free to act as they wished and give 
expression to their desires. So _ they 
founded a family club equipped with every 
kind of instrument for the employment of 
leisure from a swimming bath and a theatre 
down to nursery equipment and a cafeteria. 

The most striking thing about the Peck- 
ham health centre was the absence of rules 
and regulations. “I was the only person 
with authority,’ Dr. Scott Williamson 
declared, “and I used it to stop anyone 
exerting any authority!” He explained 
how chaotic and fantastic the first 8 months 
were, but how suddenly the members learnt 
to use their freedom naturally. From then 
on order reigned—but it was the order 
which comes from free development, from 
natural, free association with one’s fellows. 
For four years the biologists were able to 
study human behaviour in leisure hours, 
until the war and evacuation dispersed the 


member-families, and te pak termin- 
ated the experiment. 

- Two conclusions which the biologists 
came to are of special interest to those who 
look forward to a free society. ~ First, there 
were no “leaders”, and second,. “competi- 
tion does not seem to be a feature of human 
behaviour in conditions of freedom”. All 
the very widespread activities of the centre 
were spontaneously developed by the mem- 
bers without any recourse to permanent 
committees or officials. And the utmost 
harmony reigned. 

Dr. Scott Williamson told of similar de- 
velopments in a building estate now in 
process of organizing itself round a health 
centre in Coventry. Dr. E. K. Barlow 
(who formerly worked under Scott William- 
son at Peckham) has interested some 600 
families there to organize their own health 
centre, their own building scheme—in which 
every aspect is discussed by the families on 
the basis of what they want—their own 
dietetic farm, and even their own sewage 
disposal scheme! Once again all the prac- 
tical proposals come from the members of 
the families concerned, for there are no 
leaders; and once again is being demonstra- 
ted how much shrewd common sense and 
practical wisdom resides in common folk, 
provided they are free to exercise it. 

Much more information is available in 
four books which describe the work that 





Mat Kavanagh—¢ ® and Going 


Strong! 


In the working class movement of the left 
few men are better known or more respected 
than our old comrade Mat Kavanagh, whose 
seventieth birth fell on March 19th. So fresh 
is his outlook. however. and so energetic and 











taken by enough people, surely there 18 at any 
rate a chance of getting somewhere. I hope that 
you will be able to find room for this letter, 
since I feel that this is one of the most urgent 
issues of the day. I write as the father of a 
small son (now aged two) whom I have no 
desire to see regimented and controlled. 


Fraternally yours, 
JoHN ROWLAND. 
Radlett, Herts. 
March 11th, 1946. 


RELINQUISH ALL HOPE? 


Everyone seems to expect another war in the 
near future—and no one seems to be exerting 
themselves to prevent it. The politicians have 
failed lamentably (as we know they must, but 
in a shorter time than I expected). All’ the 
nations are now piling up armaments again. An 
American general has asked Congress for 400,000 
men to operate a fleet of jet-propelled atomic 
bombers. In other countries the race goes on, 
too. The crumbling has set it. Is the avalanche 
inevitable? Can the workers do nothing to stop 
it? Can nothing be done to prevent the dis- 
astrous massing of the weapons of destruction? 
Something must be done about it. The only 
cure seems to be the spread of mass-disobe- 
dience: a rare and not very contagious disease 
except under exceptional circumstances. 

The trouble is that nearly everyone seems to 
have lost the faculty of hope—I don’t mean 
silly rose-spectacled hope, but real honest hope. 


TS 


The Ration Cut in Germany 


(continued from p. 1) 


trouble lies in the capitalist system, and this 
cannot be disguised by excuses. It happened 
in exactly the same way after the last war, 
though in a less catastrophic form, and workers 
will continue to starve so long as the market 
system of economy endures. 

The other disgraceful excuse which the gov- 
ernments fall back on is to represent the posi- 
tion as if there were only an amount of food 
in the world to feed a proportion of the popula- 
tion, and the rest must inevitably starve. This 
is Malthus up to date with a vengeance. They 
state the problem as though it was a question of 
deciding merely who are going to be the unlucky 
ones in the allocation of food. Thus, to refuse 
food to Germany, and cut their rations down to 
Belsen levels, is frankly stated to be a death 
sentence on millions of Germans, chiefly infants 
and very old people. But, say the government 
spokesmen, “It is a reprieve for millions of 
Indians.” Sir Ben Smith urges the U.S. 
government to deny food to the Japanese, so 
that starving Allied countries “can be fed.” 
Time and again the columnists write that the 
German people must come at the end of the 
world gueue for food. The whole problem is 
represented as though we had to choose between 
the Indians or the Germans—and all the time, 
wheat is being destroyed in South America, and 
U.S. farmers are holding down their food 
production for fear prices will collapse. 

While governments make these dirty, shame- 
less excuses, millions of men and women face 
miserable. extinction » from . starvation...... The 


tained, 

Although the ordinary workers does not see 
more than his ration, there is a great abundance 
of food in spite of what anyone says. 

B.M.C.M. 
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Mat Kavanash—70 and Gom: 


Strong ! 


In the working class movement of the left 
few men are better known or more respected 
than our old comrade Mat Kavanagh, whose 
seventieth birth fell on March 19th. So fresh 
is his outlook, however, and so energetic and 
enthusiastic his activity in the Anarchist move- 
ment, that many comrades will be surprised to 
learn of his age. Mat Kavanagh himself, has 
often protested when, at meetings, the chairman 
has spoken of his 50 years in the Anarchist 
movement. He declares that it makes him feel 
old. 

A Dublin Irishman, our comrade came to 
England before the turn of the century. It was 
Kropotkin’s “Appeal to the Young” which 
brought him into the movement in which his 
life and work have been so generously spent. 
Since that time he has met and worked with all 
the great exponents of Anarchism from all 
European countries and America: Louise Michel 
—“The Red Virgin of the Paris Commune” 
—Kropotkin, Jean Grave, Tcherkesov, Emma 
Goldman, Merlino, and many other. But des- 
pite his intimate contact with all the brilliant 
international figures, he has always worked to 
see justice done to the less well-known men and 
women, the tameless workers without whom a 
movement cannot exist, and upon whom the 
main work of the Anarchist movement rests. 
Recently he contributed a series on “Little 
Known Pioneers of Anarchism in England” to 
Freedom, and thereby placed the labours of 
some of these men on record. But if there is 
one Anarchist militant more than any other for 
whom Mat Kavanagh expresses admiration it is 
Errico Malatesta, with whom he worked for 
many years, and to whom he owes much of his 
revolutionary wisdom. 

Mat Kavanagh’s work has not been confined 
to London. Before the last war, he worked in 
Liverpool and was largely responsible for the 
building up of a strong Anarchist movement 
there, and in Manchester as well. During the 
great general strike in Dublin in 1912, he was 
one of the Liverpool comrades who helped to 
organize the bread supplies which the Co- 
operative movement sent to the Irish strikers. 
Old militants in Glasgow remember his work 
when he lived there also. 











w: 





Mat Kavanagh speaking in Hyde Park, May Day, 1937. 


In 1916, he was already in Dublin and was 
immediately in the midst of the Irish struggle 
for freedom. Twenty years later he took up the 
struggle of the Spanish workers in the Social 
Revolution and the fight against Franco (all this 
did not prevent the British Government from 
imprisoning him for a few days in 1940 under 
Defence Regulation 18b.)! At that time he was 
living at Southend where he held frequent arid 
regular meetings and distributed Spain and the 
World and Freedom Press literature. The 
photograph above shows him speaking in Hyde 
Park during the Spanish war. 

A determined anti-militarist, he has opposed 
the Boer war, the war of 1914-18, and the most 
recent of the “wars for freedom”. Many a 
time he has gone to prison for his views, and 
those who have been his comrades in gaol tell 
of how he carried on the struggle inside as well. 


Mat Kavanagh claims to have brought 1 
comrades into the movement than any other 
—and this is true not only because he has | 
self been in the movement so long, but 
because he is an untiring and persuasive pr 
gandist for Anarchism. His knowledge, ex 
ence and—not least—his geniality and kindl 
makes a discussion with him not only imme) 
profitable but also immensely pleasurable. 
great number of friends he has among soci 
who by no means agree with Anarchism tes 
to his qualities in this direction. Comp! 
outspoken, he yet has no enemies—a ble 
found all too rarely on the left. 

He has been one of the most vigorous 
valued supporters of Freedom, and the Fre 
Group extend their warmest greetings to 
and congratulations on his birthday. 





International Movement News 


Duteh Anarchists Solidarity with Germa 


tion as if there were only an amount of food 
in the world to feed a proportion of the popula- 
tion, and the rest must inevitably starve. This 
is Malthus up to date with a vengeance. They 
state the problem as though it was a question of 
deciding merely who are going to be the unlucky 
ones in the allocation of food. Thus, to refuse 
food to Germany, and cut their rations down to 
Belsen levels, is frankly stated to be a death 
sentence on millions of Germans, chiefly infants 
and very old people. But, say the government 
spokesmen, “It is a reprieve for millions of 
Indians.” Sir Ben Smith urges the U.S. 
government to deny food to the Japanese, so 
that starving Allied countries “can be fed.” 
Time and again the columnists write that the 
German people must come at the end of the 
world queue for food. The whole problem is 
represented as though we had to choose between 
the Indians or the Germans—and all the time, 
wheat is being destroyed in South America, and 
U.S. farmers are holding down their food 
production for fear prices will collapse. 

While governments make these dirty, shame- 
less excuses, millions of men and women face 
miserable extinction from starvation. The 
market system must be swept away. Workers 
must take over the land themselves and work 
it to serve men and their needs instead of 
markets and the stock exchanges. Only then 
will this ghastly tragedy become a forgotten 
nightmare, 


See 
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Freedom, and thereby placed the labours of 
some of these men on record. But if there is 
one Anarchist militant more than any other for 
whom Mat Kavanagh expresses admiration it is 
Errico Malatesta, with whom he worked for 
many years, and to whom he owes much of his 
revolutionary wisdom. 

Mat Kavanagh’s work has not been confined 
to London. Before the last war, he worked in 
Liverpool and was largely responsible for the 
building up of a strong Anarchist movement 
there, and in Manchester as well. During the 
great general strike in Dublin in 1912, he was 
one of the Liverpool comrades who helped to 
organize the bread supplies which the Co- 
operative movement sent to the Irish strikers. 
Old militants in Glasgow remember his work 
when he lived there also. 





immediately in the midst of the Irish struggle 
for freedom. Twenty years later he took up the 
struggle of the Spanish workers in the Social 
Revolution and the fight against Franco (all this 
did not prevent the British Government from 
imprisoning him for a few days in 1940 under 
Defence Regulation 18b.)! At that time he was 
living at Southend where he held frequent and 
regular meetings and distributed Spain and the 
World and Freedom Press literature. The 
photograph above shows him speaking in Hyde 
Park during the Spanish war. 

A determined anti-militarist, he has opposed 
the Boer war, the war of 1914-18, and the most 
recent of the “wars for freedom”. Many a 
time he has gone to prison for his views, and 
those who have been his comrades in gaol tell 
of how he carried on the struggle inside as well. 


comrades into the movement than any other man 
—and this is true not only because he has hime 
self been in the movement so long, but also 
because he is an untiring and persuasive propa- 
gandist for Anarchism. His knowledge, experi- 
ence and—not least—his geniality and kindliness 
makes a discussion with him not only immensely 
profitable but also immensely pleasurable. ‘The 
great number of friends he has among socialists 
who by no means agree with Anarchism testifies 
to his qualities in this direction. Completely 
outspoken, he yet has no enemies—a_ blessing 
found all too rarely on the left. 

He has been one of the most vigorous and 
valued supporters of Freedom, and the Freedom 
Group extend their warmest greetings to him, 
and congratulations on his birthday. 

J.H. 
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Dutch Anarchists Solidarity 


Workers 


Does what we used to call Germany still 
exist? And what exactly do we call Germany 
if it is mot the political structure in liquidation? 
Often we hear the names of towns with which 
we connect certain thoughts because we knew 
those towns before they were destroyed by bombs 
and fire. Many a time we read the names of 
rivers on whose banks we stood before the 
bridges were blown up. Many a time we think 
of the mountains and valleys of a landscape that 
used to stir our imagination. But always we 
think of the people who lived in the towns and 
villages, on the river banks and the sea coasts, 
on the mountains and in the valleys long before 
there ever were any swastikas. 

There hands worked the wonders that we see 
all over the world—the taming of the forces 
of nature which is made possible by the co- 
operation of millions, and which makes possible 
the community life of millions. Their toil was 
also exploited by coercion. They also did not 
reap what they sowed. ‘They also did not have 
responsibility, they had no power. But their 
million-fold co-operation was what we call 
Germany, our Germany, a part of our life, the 
indispensable property of workers all over the 
world. And not only their industry, out of 
which the owners took the gains, is a part of 
human civilization for the setting free of which 
we fight. Also their cultural wealth was a real 
and indispensable contribution to the progress 
of the human race. 

It is not sufficient to oppose ourselves to 
Nationalism and the “responsibility” of the 
German people propaganda. It is not sufficient 
when we expose the crime of enslaving the entire 
German people. All this is only one side of 
our problem—the most obvious side which is 
therefore the first to raise our protests. When 
we learn that Horthy, the Hungarian Hitler, 


was released from captivity while two million 
German speaking people are thrown out of 
Hungary, then we protest with all the hatred 
we feel within us against chauvinism and 
barbarity. But it is just important to make the 
workers of the world aware of the fact that 
the strangling of life in Germany impoverishes 
our own life, notwithstanding the fact that we 
are told we shall be given “compensation” for 
the losses inflicted on us by Hitler, 

Our insight tells us that there is a Germany 
that like all other countries in the world belongs 
to the workers—that. it belongs to us. This 
Germany was in the power of German 
capitalism; its instrument of power was called 
the “German Reich”. It is not only against 
“annexation” and “compensation” that we have 
to fight. We have to fight for the saving of 


with German 


that part of human toil which is called Ger- 
many, and which was built by the German 
workers and belongs to us—that is, to all the 
workers of the world. 

It is we, the workers of the world, who are 
suffering for the bombs thrown on German 
cities, for the destruction in Russia, France, 
Holland and all other countries. It is we who 
are suffering for the atomic bombs thrown on 
Japan. Our factories are being broken down in 
Germany; our shipways in the German ports 
are being robbed. We have no reason to look 
down on the German workers because they 
didn’t find a way out of the labyrinth of 
confusion. 

Slowly, very slowly, we are all becoming 
conscious of a new solidarity. 





The Movement in Sweden 


In the past we have occasionally reported the 
activity of the Anarcho-Syndicalist movement 
in Sweden. In addition to this .syndicalist 
activity, the Anarchist movement has after long 
years of struggle succeeded in establishing itself. 
Much of the credit for this must go to the 
various esperantist Anarchist groups, those of 
Goteborg and Stockholm deserving particular 
mention. These functioned as units of T.L.E.S. 
(World League of Stateless Esperantists) a body 
which has affiliated groups in France, Holland, 
Bulgaria, Argentina, Germany, China (where the 
paper Green Standard was published), and 
Japan, where the movement’s paper was The 
Anarchist. In Spain there were many groups 
(8 in Barcelona alone) and several esperanto 
papers were issued at various times. 

In Sweden, the Goteborg group was founded 
in 1928, and another group was started in 1929. 
This affiliated to the S.A.T. (The general left- 


wing Esperanto movement), and made itself re- 
sponsible for a paper The Compass. In 1932 
both groups assisted in the publication of an 
esperanto version of Bastien’s Libertarian 
Society. "The Goteborg group plays a large part 
in the publication of Brand (“Fire”), organ of 
the Swedish Anarchist Movement. The Stock 
holm group hopes to return to publishing soon 
with new numbers of its paper, Comrade. 


The revolutionary press in Sweden has three 
divisions, Anarchist, syndicalist and esperantist. 
The principal paper of the Anarchist Syndical- 
ist movement (S.A.C.) is a magazine Syndical- 
ism, founded in 1925 and appearing six times a 
year. One of the best examples of Anarchist 
publishing in Sweden was the literary review 
Red Flag, which appeared monthly in the years 
1920-23, but which finally had to give up be- 
cause of lack of money. 
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Conscription 


It is as if the whole world were Dante’s Hell, 
with “Relinquish all hope, ye who enter here” 
written across it. Yet perhaps I exaggerate. 
After all, it is only by losing confidence and 
finding their hopes have crumbled in one quarter, 
that people will transfer their hopes and trust 
to another quarter. Let us hope that the ulti- 
mate transfer of hope and trust will be to and 
in themselves, and themselves alone. 
G.1.D. 


WASTE OF FOOD IN THE ARMY. 


I sincerely hope you publish the following 
letter as it is a thing which people not in the 
forces ought to know about. Whilst conditions 
in Europe are getting from bad to worse, it is 
interesting to note the amount. of food being 
wasted in several camps I have been to. The 
food in most camp cannot be eaten owing to 
the way it is cooked, with the consequence about 
a third finds its way into the ever-filling bins. 

In the camp I am now there is a great abun- 
dance of food of which most of the men take 
more than they can eat. 

The very men who say that Britain can’t 
afford food for Europe and that anyway they 
should starve, as if feeding Europe has anything 
to do with stopping them from re-arming. 

I have seen second helpings of porridge re- 
fused with the excuse that they would be taking 
another man’s rations—not ten minutes later the 
taps of the large cauldrons in which it is cooked 
were turned on and the porridge oozed away 
down the drains. 

The picture of skin-covered bones on one side 
of the scale—hardly human beings—abundance 
of food on the other must not go on if a true 
sense of freedom is to be aimed at and main- 
tained. 

Although the ordinary workers does not see 
more than his ration, there is a great abundance 
of food in spite of what anyone says. 

B.M.C.M. 





Mat Kavanagh—70 


Strong! 


In the working class movement of the left 
few men are better known or more respected 
than our old comrade Mat Kavanagh, whose 
seventieth birth fell on March 19th. So fresh 
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/THE WISDOM OF ORDINARY FOLK 


Lesson of the Peckham Experiment 


“Tt is extraordinary what a lot of wisdom 
and common sense exists in ordinary 
people*‘—This was the main theme of a 
lecture given at 8, Endsleigh Gardens, 
London, W.C.1. on March 1oth by Dr. G. 
Scott Williamson, founder of the Peckham 
Health Centre. Dr. Williamson explained 
how the experiment was started by a group 
of biologists who wanted to study human 
behaviour. In order to be able to draw 
valid conclusions it was necessary that they 
should observe human beings who were 
free—free to act as they wished and give 
expression to their desires. So they 
founded a family club equipped with every 
kind of instrument for the employment of 
leisure from a swimming bath and a theatre 
down to nursery equipment and a cafeteria. 

The most striking thing about the Peck~ 
ham health centre was the absence of rules 
and regulations. “I was the only person 
with authority,” Dr. Scott Williamson 
declared, “and I used it to stop anyone 
exerting any authority!” He explained 
how chaotic and fantastic the first 8 months 
were, but how suddenly the members learnt 
to use their freedom naturally. From then 
on order reigned—but it was the order 
which comes from free development, from 
natural, free association with one’s fellows. 
For four years the biologists were able to 
study human behaviour in leisure hours, 
until the war and evacuation dispersed the 


member-families, and (temporarily) termin- 
ated the experiment. . 

- Two conclusions which the biologists 
came to are of special interest to those who 
look forward to a free society. ~ First, there 
were no “leaders”, and second,. “competi- 
tion does not seem to be a feature of human 
behaviour in conditions of freedom”. All 
the very widespread activities of the centre 
were spontaneously developed by the mem- 
bers without any recourse to permanent 
committees or officials. And the utmost 
harmony reigned. 

Dr. Scott Williamson told of similar de- 
velopments in a building estate now in 
process of organizing itself round a health 
centre in Coventry. Dr. E. K. Barlow 
(who formerly worked under Scott William- 
son at Peckham) has interested some 600 
families there to organize their own health 
centre, their own building scheme—in which 
every aspect is discussed by the families on 
the basis of what they want—their own 
dietetic farm, and even their own sewage 
disposal scheme! Once again all the prac- 
tical proposals come from the members of 
the families concerned, for there are no 
leaders; and once again is being demonstra- 
ted how much shrewd common sense and 
practical wisdom resides in common folk, 
provided they are free to exercise it. 

Much more information is available in 
four books which describe the work that 
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has developed out of the Peckham Health 
Centre; The Case for Action (1931), Bi- 
ologists in Search of Material (1938), The 
Peckham Experiment (1943), and A Home 
of Their Own (1946). All are available at 
Freedom Press, 27 Red Lion Street, Lon- 
don, W.C.1. 


THE PECKHAM EXPERIMENT 
by Innes Pearse and Lucy Crocker, 5/- 
BIOLOGISTS IN SEARCH OF MATERIAL 


by Innes Pearse and 
G. Scott Williamson, 2/- 
THE CASE FOR ACTION 
by Innes Pearse and 
G. Scott Williamson, 2/- 
A HOME OF THEIR OWN 
by E. K. Barlow, with a 
preface by G. Scott Williamson, 4/6 
PHYSICIAN HEAL THYSELF 
by G. Scott Williamson, 5/- 
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Pressure on space has prevented us from giving 
adequate publicity to NOW, the magazine 
published by George Woodcock. 


We can still supply copies of the following issues: 


Vol. 3 includes an Editorial on "The Destructive 
Urge," Herbert Read on "Henri Rousseau," 
Julian Symons on "Writing and Society," 
"Two Fragments" by Henry Miller, etc., 
poems and four reproductions. 


Vol. 4 includes George Woodcock on "The 
Writer and Politics," Victor Serge on "The 
Revolution at Dead End," Dwight Mac- 
Donald on "The Psychology of Killing”, 
etc., poems, reviews and reproductions, 


Vol. 5 includes D. S. Savage on "The Status of 
Proletarian Poetry," Jean Rollin on "French 
Literature To-day,"" M. L. Berneri on 
"Sexuality and Freedom,"' Herbert Read 
on "Greeks and Barbarians,'' Louis Adeane 
on "The Double Man", etc,, poems, 


DOOR ES ee 
Although the ordinary workers does not see 
more than his ration, there is a great abundance 
of food in spite of what anyone says. 
B.M.C.M. 





Mat Kavanagh—7@ 


Strong ~{ 

In the working class movement of the left 
few men are better known or more respected 
than our old comrade Mat Kavanagh, whose 
geventieth birth fell on March 19th. So fresh 
is his outlook, however, and so energetic and 
enthusiastic his activity in the Anarchist move- 
ment, that many comrades will be surprised to 
learn of his age. Mat Kavanagh himself, has 
often protested when, at meetings, the chairman 
has spoken of his 50 years in the Anarchist 
iii He declares that it makes him feel 
old. 

A Dublin Irishman, our comrade came to 
England before the turn of the century. It was 
Kropotkin’s “Appeal to the Young” which 
brought him into the movement in which his 
life and work have been so generously spent. 
Since that time he has met and worked with all 
the great exponents of Anarchism from all 
European countries and America: Louise Michel 
—‘The Red Virgin of the Paris Commune” 
—Kropotkin, Jean Grave, Tcherkesov, Emma 
Goldman, Merlino, and many other. But des- 
pite his intimate contact with all the brilliant 
international figures, he has always worked to 
see justice done to the less well-known men and 
women, the hameless workers without whom a 
movement cannot exist, and upon whom the 
main work of the Anarchist movement rests. 
Recently he contributed a series on “Little 
Known Pioneers of Anarchism in England” to 
Freedom, and thereby placed the labours of 
some of these men on record. But if there is 
one Anarchist militant more than any other for 
whom Mat Kavanagh expresses admiration it is 
Firrico Malatesta, with whom he worked for 
many years, and to whom he owes much of his 
revolutionary wisdom. 

Mat Kavanagh’s work has not been confined 
to London. Before the last war, he worked in 
Liverpool and was largely responsible for the 
building up of a strong Anarchist movement 
there, and in Manchester as well. During the 
reat general strike in Dublin in 1912, he was 
one of the Liverpool comrades who helped to 
organize the bread supplies which the Co- 
operative movement sent to the Irish strikers. 
Old militants in Glasgow remember his work 
when he lived there also. 
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provided they are free to exercise it. 
Much more information is available in 
four books which describe the work that 
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Mat Kavanagh speaking in Hyde Park, May Day, 1937. 


In 1916, he was already in Dublin and was 
immediately in the midst of the Irish struggle 
for freedom. Twenty years later he took up the 
struggle of the Spanish workers in the Social 
Revolution and the fight against Franco (all this 
did not prevent the British Government from 
imprisoning him for a few days in 1940 under 
Defence Regulation 18b.)! At that time he was 
living at Southend where he held frequent and 
regular meetings and distributed Spain and the 
World and Freedom Press literature. The 
photograph above shows him speaking in Hyde 
Park during the Spanish war. 

A determined anti-militarist, he has opposed 
the Boer war, the war of 1914-18, and the most 
recent of the “wars for freedom”. Many a 
time he has gone to prison for his views, and 
those who have been his comrades in gaol tell 
of how he carried on the struggle inside as well. 


International Movement News 


Duteh Anarehists Solidarity with German 


Mat Kavanagh claims to have brought more 
comrades into the movement than any other man 
—and this is true not only because he has him- 
self been in the movement so long, but also 
because he is an untiring and persuasive propa- 
gandist for Anarchism. His knowledge, experi- 
ence and—not least—his geniality and kindliness 
makes a discussion with him not only immensely 
profitable but also immensely pleasurable. The 
great number of friends he has among socialists 
who by no means agree with Anarchism testifies 
to his qualities in this direction. Completely 
outspoken, he yet has no enemies—a_ blessing 
found all too rarely on the left. 

He has been one of the most vigorous and 
valued supporters of Freedom, and the Freedom 
Group extend their warmest greetings to him, 
and congratulations on his birthday. 
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Pressure on space has prevented us from giving 
adequate publicity to NOW, the magazine 
published by George Woodcock. 


We can still supply copies of the following issues: 


Vol. 3 includes an Editorial on "The Destructive 
Urge," Herbert Read on “Henri Rousseau," 
Julian Symons on "Writing and. Society," 
"Two Fragments’ by Henry Miller, etc., 
poems and four reproductions. 


Vol. 4 includes George Woodcock on "The 
Writer and Politics,’ Victor Serge on. "The 
Revolution at Dead End,"' Dwight Mac- 
Donald on "The Psychology of Killing", 
etc., poems, reviews and reproductions, 


Vol. 5 includes D. S$. Savage on "'The Status of 
Proletarian Poetry,'' Jean Rollin on ''French 
Literature To-day," M. L. Berneri on 
"Sexuality and Freedom," Herbert Read 
on "Greeks and Barbarians,'' Louis Adeane 
on "The Double Man", etc., poems, 
reviews and a reproduction of Painting by 
Georges Rouault. . 


72 pages Demy 8vo 


2/3 each post free or 6/- post free for the three 
volumes from: 
FREEDOM PRESS, 
27, RED LION STREET, 
LONDON, W.C.|I. 





FOR OUR LONDON FRIENDS 


London readers and their friends are 
invited to visit the Freedom Bookshop, 27, 
Red Lion Street, London, W.C.I. and 
inspect our large stock of books and 
pamphlets. 

@ 


Books not in stock can be obtained (if still in 
print) at short notice. 


The shop is situated in the Centre of London, 
and is only a five minute walk from Holborn 
Underground, and 22, 19, 38, 8, 25, 7 Buses stop 
almost outside the door! 


@ 
The Bookshop is open on Weekdays (including 


Saturday) from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Mail orders are given immediate attention. 


@ 
FREEDOM BOOKSHOP, 
27, RED LION STREET, 

LONDON, W.C.1. 
Phone: Chancery 8364 








In late 1945 it was decided to call an inter- 
national Anarchist Congress at ‘the Syndicalist 
holiday camp at Askim, not far from Goteborg, 
and foreign delegates were to be invited. How- 
ever. last October the French Anarchist move- 


Freedom, and thereby placed the labours of 
some of these men on record. But if there is 
one Anarchist militant more than any other for 
whom Mat Kavanagh expresses admiration it is 
Errico Malatesta, with whom he worked for 
many years, and to whom he owes much of his 
revolutionary wisdom. 

Mat Kavanagh’s work has not been confined 
to London. Before the last war, he worked in 
Liverpool and was largely responsible for the 
building up of a strong Anarchist movement 
there, and in Manchester as well. During the 
great general strike in Dublin in 1912, he was 
one of the Liverpool comrades who helped to 
organize the bread supplies which the Co- 
Operative movement sent to the Irish strikers. 
Old militants in Glasgow remember his work 
when he lived there also. 





immedtatery im the mast OF the PPS Steuleeie 
for freedom. Twenty years later he took up the 
struggle of the Spanish workers in the Social 
Revolution and the fight against Franco (all this 
did not prevent the British Government from 
imprisoning him for a few days in 1940 under 
Defence Regulation 18b.)! At that time he was 
living at Southend where he held frequent and 
regular meetings and distributed Spain and the 
World and Freedom Press literature. The 
photograph above shows him speaking in Hyde 
Park during the Spanish war. 

A determined anti-militarist, he has opposed 
the Boer war, the war of 1914-18, and the most 
recent of the “wars for freedom”. Many a 
time he has gone to prison for his views, and 
those who have been his comrades in gaol tell 
of how he carried on the struggle inside as well. 
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Dutch Anarchists Solidarity 


Workers 


Does what we used to call Germany still 
exist? And what exactly do we call Germany 
if it is not the political structure in liquidation? 
Often we hear the names of towns with which 
We connect certain thoughts because we knew 
those towns before they were destroyed by bombs 
and fire. Many a time we read the names of 
rivers on whose banks we stood before the 
bridges were blown up. Many a time we think 
of the mountains and valleys of a landscape that 
used to stir our imagination. But always we 
think of the people who lived in the towns and 
villages, on the river banks and the sea coasts, 
on the mountains and in the valleys long before 
there ever were any swastikas. 

There hands worked the wonders that we sce 
all over the world—the taming of the forces 
of nature which is made possible by the co- 
operation of millions, and which makes possible 
the community life of millions. Their toil was 

‘also exploited by coercion. They also did not 
reap what they sowed. They also did not have 
responsibility, they had no power. But their 
million-fold co-operation was what we call 
Germany, our Germany, a part of our life, the 
indispensable property of workers all over the 
world. And not only their industry, out of 
which the owners took the gains, is a part of 
human civilization for the setting free of which 
we fight. Also their cultural wealth was a real 
and indispensable contribution to the progress 
of the human race. 

It is not sufficient to oppose ourselves to 
Nationalism and the “responsibility” of the 
German people propaganda. It is not sufficient 
when we expose the crime of enslaving the entire 
German people. All this is only one side of 
our problem—the most Obvious side which is 
therefore the first to raise our protests. When 
we learn that Horthy, the Hungarian Hitler, 


was released from captivity while two million 
German speaking people are thrown out of 
Hungary, then we protest with all the hatred 
we feel within us against chauvinism and 
barbarity. But it is just important to make the 
workers of the world aware of the fact that 
the strangling of life in Germany impoverishes 
our own life, notwithstanding the fact that we 
are told we shall be given “compensation” for 
the losses inflicted on us by Hitler. 

Our insight tells us that there is a Germany 
that like all other countries in the world belongs 
to the workers—that it belongs to us. This 
Germany was in the power of German 
capitalism; its instrument of power was called 
the “German Reich”. It is not only against 
“annexation” and “‘compensation” that we have 
to fight. We have to fight for the saving of 


COMMAGES TILO LEIS BEROVETEICEAL UREEARE CARRY SILANE BARCAAD 
—and this is true not only because he has him- 
self been in the movement so long, but also 
because he is an untiring and persuasive propa- 
gandist for Anarchism. His knowledge, experi- 
ence and—not least—his geniality and kindliness 
makes a discussion with him not only immensely 
profitable but also immensely pleasurable. The 
great number of friends he has among socialists 
who by no means agree with Anarchism testifies 
to his qualities in this direction. Completely 
outspoken, he yet has no enemies—a_ blessing 
found all too rarely on the left. 

He has been one of the most vigorous and 
valued supporters of Freedom, and the Freedom 
Group extend their warmest greetings to him, 
and congratulations on his birthday. 

J.H. 


with German 


that part of human toil which is called Ger- 
many, and which was built by the German 
workers and belongs to us—that is, to all the 
workers of the world. 

It is we, the workers of the world, who are 
suffering for the bombs thrown on German 
cities, for the destruction in Russia, France, 
Holland and all other countries. It is we who 
are suffering for the atomic bombs thrown on 
Japan. Our factories are being broken down in 
Germany; our shipways in the German ports 
are being robbed. We have no reason to look 
down on the German workers because they 
didn’t find a way out of the labyrinth of 
confusion. 

Slowly, very slowly, we are all becoming 
conscious of a new solidarity. 





The Movement in Sweden 


In the past we have occasionally reported the 
activity of the Anarcho-Syndicalist movement 
in Sweden. In addition to this -syndicalist 
activity, the Anarchist movement has after long 
years of struggle succeeded in establishing itself, 
Much of the credit for this must go to the 
various esperantist Anarchist groups, those of 
Goteborg and Stockholm deserving particular 
mention. These functioned as units of T.L.E.S. 
(World League of Stateless Esperantists) a body 
which has affiliated groups in France, Holland, 
Bulgaria, Argentina, Germany, China (where the 
paper Green Standard was published), and 
Japan, where the movement’s paper was The 
Anarchist. In Spain there were many groups 
(8 in Barcelona alone) and several esperanto 
papers were issued at various times. 

In Sweden, the Goteborg group was founded 
in 1928, and another group was started in 1929. 
This affiliated to the S.A.T. (The general left- 
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wing Esperanto movement), and made itself re- 
sponsible for a paper The Compass. In 1932 
both groups assisted in the publication of an 
esperanto version of Bastien’s Libertarian 
Society. ‘The Goteborg group plays a large part 
in the publication of Brand (“Fire”), organ of 
the Swedish Anarchist Movement. ‘The Stock- 
holm group hopes to return to publishing soon 
with new numbers of its paper, Comrade. 


The revolutionary press in Sweden has three 
divisions, Anarchist, syndicalist and esperantist. 
The principal paper of the Anarchist Syndical- 
ist movement (S.A.C.) is a magazine Syndical- 
ism, founded in 1925 and appearing six times a 
year. One of the best examples of Anarchist 
publishing in Sweden was the literary review 
Red Flag, which appeared monthly in the years 
1920-23, but which finally had to give up be- 
cause of lack of money. 
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The shop is situated in the Centre of London, 
and is only a five minute walk from Holborn 
Underground, and 22, 19, 38, 8, 25, 7 Buses stop 
almost outside the door! 


@ 
The Bookshop is open on Weekdays (including 


Saturday) from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Mail orders are given immediate attention. 


@ 
FREEDOM BOOKSHOP, 
27, RED LION STREET, 

LONDON, W.C.I. 
Phone: Chancery 8364 








In late 1945 it was decided to call an inter- 
national Anarchist Congress at the Syndicalist 
holiday camp at Askim, not far from Gdéteborg, 
and foreign delegates were to be invited. How- 
ever, last October the French Anarchist move- 
ment at the national Congress set up a com- 
mittee to arrange a world anarchist Congress. 
It was therefore decided that the Askim confer- 
ence, due to be held in mid-summer 1946, will 
deal with Swedish affairs alone. Both Goteborg 
and Stockholm Anarchists have asked that the 
question of an Anarchist International should be 
dealt with at the French Congress. 


The Swedish movement is keenly interested 
in the activities of the Union of Anarchist 
Groups in this country, and a translation of its 
“Aims and Principles” (accepted at the Glasgow 
conference in December 1945) appeared in the 
January issue of “‘Fire’’. 


Recently, news has come through that the 
French Anarchists are seeking to found a new 
world-wide Anarchist monthly in Esperanto. 
This will gather together the remnants of the 
now defunct T.L.E.S., and will at the same time 
pave the way for an Anarchist International 
which will unite militants all over the world 
in their common struggle. 
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES : 
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Orders payable to Freedom Press and orossed 
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Mat Kavanagh—70 and Going 


Strong! 


In the working class movement of the left 
few men are better known or more respected 
than our old comrade Mat Kavanagh, whose 
seventieth birth fell on March 19th. So fresh 
is his outlook, however, and so energetic and 
enthusiastic his activity in the Anarchist move- 
ment, that many comrades will be surprised to 
learn of his age. Mat Kavanagh himself, has 
often protested when, at meetings, the chairman 
has spoken of his 50 years in the Anarchist 
movement. He declares that it makes him feel 
old. 

A Dublin Irishman, our comrade came to 
England before the turn of the century. It was 
Kropotkin’s “Appeal to the Young” which 
brought him into the movement in which his 
life and work have been so generously spent. 
Since that time he has met and worked with all 
the great exponents of Anarchism from all 
European countries and America: Louise Michel 
—“The Red Virgin of the Paris Commune” 
—Kropotkin, Jean Grave, Tcherkesov, Emma 
Goldman, Merlino, and many other. But des- 
pite his intimate contact with all the brilliant 
international figures, he has always worked to 
see justice done to the less well-known men and 
women, the hameless workers without whom a 
movement cannot exist, and upon whom the 
main work of the Anarchist movement rests. 
Recently he contributed a series on “Little 
Known Pioneers of Anarchism in England”’ to 
Freedom, and thereby placed the labours of 
some of these men on record. But if there is 
one Anarchist militant more than any other for 
whom Mat Kavanagh expresses admiration it is 
Errico Malatesta, with whom he worked for 
many years, and to whom he owes much of his 
revolutionary wisdom. 

Mat Kavanagh’s work has not been confined 
to London. Before the last war, he worked in 
Liverpool and was largely responsible for the 
building up of a strong Anarchist movement 
there, and in Manchester as well. During the 
great general strike in Dublin in 1912, he was 
one of the Liverpool comrades who helped to 
organize the bread ‘supplies which the Co- 
operative movement sent to the Irish strikers. 
Old militants in Glasgow remember his work 
when he lived there also. 

















Mat Kavanagh speaking in Hyde Park, May Day, 1937. 


In 1916, he was already in Dublin and was 
immediately in the midst of the Irish struggle 
for freedom. Twenty years later he took up the 
struggle of the Spanish workers in the Social 
Revolution and the fight against Franco (all this 
did not prevent the British Government from 
imprisoning him for a few days in 1940 under 
Defence Regulation 18b.)! At that time he was 
living at Southend where he held frequent and 
regular meetings and distributed Spain and the 
World and Freedom Press literature. The 
photograph above shows him speaking in Hyde 
Park during the Spanish war. 

A determined anti-militarist, he has opposed 
the Boer war, the war of 1914-18, and the most 
recent of the “wars for freedom”. Many a 
time he has gone to prison for his views, and 
those who have been his comrades in gaol tell 
of how he carried on the struggle inside as well. 
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Mat Kavanagh claims to have brought more 
comrades into the movement than any other man 
—and this is true not only because he has him- 
self been in the movement so long, but also 
because he is an untiring and persuasive propa- 
gandist for Anarchism. His knowledge, experi- 
ence and—not least—his geniality and kindliness 
makes a discussion with him not only immensely 
profitable but also immensely pleasurable. The 
great number of friends he has among socialists 
who by no means agree with Anarchism testifies 
to his qualities in this direction. Completely 
outspoken, he yet has no enemies—a_ blessing 
found all too rarely on the left. 

He has been one of the most vigorous and 
valued supporters of Freedom, and the Freedom 
Group extend their warmest greetings to him, 
and congratulations on his birthday. 
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